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Speaker Information 

 
  
This chapter will give you guidelines for procuring speakers for your meetings. This is in no way limits you to this listing, but may 
get you started with some ideas that have worked in the past.  
  
Speakers can be taken from several sources locally, regionally and nationally.  
  
 
1.     LOCAL  

a.      Look to your state O.D. association for optometrists in their membership who are willing to present a 
        course. 
b.     Check your local Technical College for professors who teach outside the college. 
c.      If you are near a College of Optometry – use their resources and professors  (see attached list) 
d.     Ask your local lab reps and branch managers to help present courses of interest to your group.  Many  
        frame and contact lens reps are also willing to present educational classes.  

 
2.     REGIONAL 

a.      Attend regional optometric conferences (i.e. SECO, GWECO, etc) to research their speakers. 
b.     Again regional Tech colleges or Colleges of Optometry are great sources 

  
3.    NATIONAL 

a.      Send your educational chair to the American Optometric Association  
 Annual meeting to attend courses, meet the speakers and vendors who sponsor speakers. 

b.     Use the new Speaker’s Bureau, information available at the AOA  
 Website, under the Paraoptometric Section. 

c.     Many Industry companies sponsor speakers. They will send a speaker 
 to your meeting at their expense. See the attached list. 

   
4.      Many Certified Paraoptometrics are qualified to present courses. Check with the CPOA’s and CPOT’s 
          in your association to see if they are interested in presenting a course.           

 Suggestions  

Be sure the speaker understands what topic you would like him/her to present to your group and have them supply an 
outline.   

a.      Ask for a biography to be submitted.  

b.      Give them a specific time frame for their course.   

c.       Be certain to go over equipment and material lists the speaker will need to have supplied.   

d.      Have someone who is familiar with the speaker’s background introduce them to the group. 

e.       Have the size of the meeting room correspond to the size of the group expected so everyone is 

         comfortable. 

f.       If you will provide refreshments, plan ahead to have them delivered at the appropriate time; not  

         to disrupt the speaker. 

 Helpful  Websites: www.aoa.org  Speakers Bureau 



Accreditation Council on Optometric Education 
Accredited Professional Optometric Degree Programs 

December 3, 2009 
The Accreditation Council on Optometric Education has awarded the professional optometric degree 
programs below one of the following classifications: 

Preliminary Approval:  a preaccreditation classification granted to a program that has clearly 
demonstrated it is developing in accordance with Council standards.  The program has approval 
to begin student recruitment, selection and admissions, and to begin offering the program. 
Accredited:  a classification granted to a program that generally meets the standards for 
accreditation. 
Accredited with Conditions:  A classification granted to a program with major deficiencies or 
weaknesses with reference to the standards of accreditation. This classification indicates that 
the educational effectiveness of the program is in jeopardy.  Currently, no programs are 
Accredited with Conditions.   

For additional information about ACOE, visit our website at www.theacoe.org. 
Ferris State University Michigan College of 
Optometry 
1310 Cramer Circle 
Big Rapids, MI  49307-2738  
Michael Cron, O.D., M.S., Dean  

Telephone: 231-591-3700 
Web address:  www.ferris.edu/mco 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2013

Illinois College of Optometry 
3241 South Michigan Avenue 
Chicago, IL  60616  
Arol Augsburger, O.D., M.S., President 

Telephone: 312-949-7400 
Web address:  www.ico.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2017

Indiana University, School of Optometry 
800 East Atwater 
Bloomington, IN  47405-3680  
P. Sarita Soni, O.D., M.S., Interim Dean 

Telephone: 812-855-4447 
Web address:  www.opt.indiana.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2013

Inter American University of Puerto Rico, School of 
Optometry 
500 Carretera Dr John Will Harris 
Bayamon, PR  00957  
Andres Pagán, O.D., MPH, Dean  

Telephone: 787-765-1915 
Web address:  www.optonet.inter.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2013

Midwestern University Arizona College of 
Optometry 
19555 N 59th Ave 
Glendale, AZ  85308  
Hector Santiago, OD, Ph.D., Dean  

Telephone: 623-572-3400 
Web address:  
http://www.midwestern.edu/ 
Accreditation Status: Preliminary 
Approval 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2010

New England College of Optometry 
424 Beacon St. 
Boston, MA  02115  
Clifford Scott, O.D., MPH, President  

Telephone: 617-266-2030 
Web address:  www.neco.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2011

Northeastern State University Oklahoma College of 
Optometry 
1001 N. Grand Avenue 
Tahlequah, OK  74464  
Douglas Penisten, O.D., Ph.D., Dean  

Telephone: 918-456-5511 X 4000 
Web address:  
www.optometry.nsuok.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2012



Nova Southeastern University, College of 
Optometry 
3200 S. University Drive 
Ft. Lauderdale, FL  33328  
David Loshin, O.D., Ph.D., Dean  

Telephone: 954-262-1402 
Web address:  www.nova.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2012

Pacific University, College of Optometry 
2043 College Way 
Forest Grove, OR  97116  
Jennifer Smythe, O.D., MS, Dean  

Telephone: 503-352-2202 
Web address:  www.opt.pacificu.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2015

Pennsylvania College of Optometry at Salus 
University 
Elkins Park Campus 
8360 Old York Road 
Elkins Park, PA  19027  
Linda Casser, O.D., FAAO, Dean  

Telephone: 215-780-1400 
Web address:  www.pco.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2016

Southern California College of Optometry 
2575 Yorba Linda Blvd. 
Fullerton, CA  92831  
Kevin Alexander, O.D., Ph.D., President 

Telephone: 714-870-7226 
Web address:  www.scco.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2014

Southern College of Optometry 
1245 Madison Ave 
Memphis, TN  38104  
Richard W. Phillips, O.D., FAAO, President 

Telephone: 901-722-3200 
Web address:  www.sco.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2012

State University of New York, State College of 
Optometry 
33 West 42nd Street 
New York, NY  10036-8003  
David Heath, O.D., Ed.M., President  

Telephone: 212-938-4900 
Web address:  www.sunyopt.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2011

The Ohio State University, College of Optometry 
338 W. 10th Avenue 
Columbus, OH  43210-1280  
Melvin Shipp, O.D., Dr.PH, Dean  

Telephone: 614-292-2647 
Web address:  www.optometry.osu.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2011

University of Alabama at Birmingham School of 
Optometry 
1716 University Boulevard 
Birmingham, AL  35294-0010  
John Amos, O.D., M.S., Dean  

Telephone: 205-934-3036 
Web address:  www.uab.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2017

University of California, Berkeley, School of 
Optometry 
350 Minor Hall MC 2020 
Berkeley, CA  94720-2020  
Dennis M. Levi, O.D., Ph.D., Dean  

Telephone: 510-642-9537 
Web address:  
http://spectacle.berkeley.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2015

University of Houston, College of Optometry 
505 J. Davis Armistead Bldg. 
Houston, TX  77204-2020  
Earl L. Smith, III, O.D., Ph.D., Dean  

Telephone: 713-743-1899 
Web address:  www.opt.uh.edu 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2014



University of Missouri, St. Louis, College of 
Optometry 
One University Blvd. 
331 Marillac Hall 
St. Louis, MO  63121-4400  
Larry J. Davis, O.D., Dean  

Telephone: 314-516-5606 
Web address:  
www.umsl.edu/divisions/optometry 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2016

University of Montreal, Ecole dOptometrie 
3744 Jean-Brillant, Suite 260-7 
Montreal, QC  H3T 1P1 CANADA 
Jacques Gresset, O.D., Ph.D., Director 

Telephone: 514-343-6325 
Web address:  www.opto.umontreal.ca 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2016

University of the Incarnate Word School of 
Optometry 
4301 Broadway, Box 373 
San Antonio, TX  78209-6397  
Hani S. Ghazi-Birry, MS, MD, OD, PhD, OCS, Dean 

Telephone: 210-883-1190 
Web address:  http://optometry.uiw.edu/ 
Accreditation Status: Preliminary 
Approval 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2010

University of Waterloo, School of Optometry 
200 University Avenue West 
Waterloo, ON  N2L 3G1 CANADA 
Thomas Freddo, O.D., Ph.D., Director  

Telephone: 519 888 4567 x 33178 
Web address:  
www.optometry.uwaterloo.ca 
Accreditation Status: Accredited 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2009

Western University of Health Sciences College of 
Optometry 
309 E. Second St. 
Pomona, CA  91766-1854  
Elizabeth Hoppe, OD, MPH, DrPH, Dean 

Telephone: 909-706-3506 
Web address:  www.westernu.edu 
Accreditation Status: Preliminary 
Approval 
Year of Next Scheduled Site Visit:  2010

 
 



As of 3/2/09 

 
 
 
 
 
 
 
 

The American Optometric Association (AOA) relies on corporate support to 
continue and expand its mission to influence the future of eye care by ensuring 
the visual welfare of the public and advancing the profession of optometry. 
Corporations that support the AOA – either with a single sponsorship or collective 
support in several areas – may be eligible to participate on the Ophthalmic 
Council if the support meets AOA guidelines.   
 
The AOA would like to recognize and thank the following companies for their 
continued support and commitment to the AOA and optometry. 

 
 

2009 AOA OPHTHALMIC COUNCIL 
 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 
 

 

  

 
 

 

 
 

 
 

 

 

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 
  

 

 
 

 

 
 

 

 

 



AOA 2010 Specialty Education Sponsors   

Sponsor Web Site Contact Info. 
      

AMO http://www.abbottmedicaloptics.com 

Contact Information 
Abbott Medical Optics, Inc.  
1700 E. St. Andrew Place 
Santa Ana, CA  92705-4933 
USA 
Phone: 714.247.8200  

Alcon http://www.alcon.com  

Alcon Laboratories, Inc. 
6201 South Freeway 
Fort Worth, Texas 76134                                                   USA 
Phone: 800-TO-ALCON 
(800-862-5266) 

Allergan http://www.allergan.com  

Allergan, Inc. 
P.O. Box 19534  
Irvine,  CA 92623                                                                 USA 
Phone: (714) 246-4500 
Fax: (714) 246-4971 

Bausch & Lomb http://www.bausch.com 

Bausch & Lomb Vision Care 
1400 N. Goodman St. 
Rochester, NY 14609 
Telephone: 585-338-6000800-553-5340 
Fax: 585-338-6896 

Carl Zeiss Meditec http://www.meditec.zeiss.com/ 

Carl Zeiss Meditec 
5160 Hacienda Drive 
Dublin, CA  94568                                                              USA 

CIBA Vision http://www.us.cibavision.com 

Global Headquarters 
CIBA Vision 
11460 Johns Creek Parkway 
Duluth, GA 30097                                                              USA 
678-415-3937 

CooperVision http://www.coopervision.com/us/patient/ 

CooperVision                                                                            370 Woodcliff Dr, Ste 200     
Fairport, NY 14450                                                                    USA                                     

OCuSOFT http://www.ocusoft.com/ 

OCuSOFT                                                                               5311 Ave N  
Rosenberg, TX 77471                                                           800-233-5469 

Essilor http://www.essilor.com 

Essilor of America, Inc.                                                  Corporate Headquarters                  
13515 N Stemmons Freeway                                           Dallas, TX 75234                          
USA                                                                                       214-496-4141   

Heidelberg Engineering 

 
 
http://www.heidelbergengineering.com/ 

 
Heidelberg Engineering 
1499 Poinsettia Avenue Ste. 160 
Vista, CA  92081                                                                    USA                                        
800-931-2230 



 

 
 
 
HOYA 

 
 
 
http://www.hoyavision.com 

 
 
 
 
 
HOYA Vision Care, North America                                       651 E. Corporate Drive 
Lewisville, TX 75057                                                           USA 
972-221-4141                                                 info@hoyavision.com 

Kemin http://www.kemin.com/ 

Kemin Health, L.C. 
600 E Court Ave Ste A 
Des Moines, IA 50309-2058                                                 USA  
Tel: 515-559-5100 
Toll Free: 800-777-8307  
Fax: 515-559-5232 

Luxottica http://www.luxottica.com/en/ 

The Luxottica Group 
44 Harbor Park Drive 
Port Washington, NY 11050 

Marco http://www.marco.com/ 

Marco                                                                                    11825 Central Parkway 
Jacksonville, FL  32224                                                USA                                                  
800-874-5274 
904-642-9330 
FAX 904-642-9338 

Eyefinity/OfficeMate http://www.officemate.net 

 
Eyefinity/OfficeMate 
15375 Barranca Parkway 
Irvine, CA  92618-2323                                                USA                                                   
800-942-5353 

Optos http://www.optos.com  

Optos  
67 Forest Street 
Marlborough, MA 01752                                                     USA                                         
877-455-8855 

Signet Armorlite http://www.signetarmorlite.com/ 

Signet Armorlite, Inc. 
1001 Armorlite Drive 
San Marcos, CA 92069                                                     USA                                          
800-759-4630 
760-471-6255  

Transitions http://www.transitions.com/ 

 
Transitions Optical, Inc. 
9251 Belcher Road 
Pinellas Park, FL 33782                                                      USA                                         
Call us: 1-800-533-2081   

Vistakon             division of 
Johnson & Johnson Vision 
Care                           includes 
the The Vision Care Institute 

http://www.acuvue.com/ 

Vistakon, division of Johnson & Johnson Vision Care  
7500 Centurion Parkway 
Jacksonville, FL 32256                                                        USA                                            
800-843-2020 

http://www.jnj.com/connect/caring/corporate-giving/ 

ZeaVision http://www.zeavision.com/ 

ZeaVision, LLC. 
680-F Crown Industrial Ct. 
Chesterfield, MO 63005                                                            USA 
866-833-2800 
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