
MARCH 9, 2009 7

I
n order to shed further

light on the proposed

model for board certifica-

tion, AOA News asked mem-

bers of the Joint Board

Certification Project Team

(JBCPT) to answer common

questions about the process.

To submit a question to the

team, write:

questions@jbcpt.org.

Q. How many members of
the Joint Board
Certification Project Team
are clinicians who still see
patients, as opposed to
being administrators only,
and how will clinicians be
represented on the board?
A: Eight of the 12 members

actively see patients at this

time.  Three are currently

deans or presidents of optom-

etry colleges and one is exec-

utive director of the National

Board.  The four members

who do not currently see

patients have extensive clini-

cal backgrounds.

Q: Will board certification
be mandatory in order to
achieve or renew my license
to practice optometry?
A: Currently board certifica-

tion is not tied to licensure or

license renewal in any health

profession.  The same would

apply in optometry.

Q: How independent will
the certifying board
(American Board of
Optometry) be from the
AOA?
A: Although the AOA will

likely have representation on

the certifying board, just as

the other organizations repre-

sented on the JBCPT, the

AOA will not be the certify-

ing entity.  Any certifying

board would be a completely

independent not-for-profit

organization. 

Q: Will board certification
by and for optometrists be
an acceptable and viable
designation within the med-
ical community, government
and by third-party entities?
A. Any board certification

process we endorse will be

designed to be verifiable,

credible and able to bear the

scrutiny of any outside organ-

ization.  It will also be

designed to help the profes-

sion provide the best possible

eye care to our patients.  We

believe that as long as we

develop the process with

these issues in mind, we will

be prepared for review by

outside organizations. 

Q: Aren’t we already board
certified since we passed the
National Boards?
A: The National Board of

Examiners in Optometry tests

entry-level competence, not

competence associated with

board certification.  As a mat-

ter of National Board policy,

having passed all three parts

does not constitute having

achieved board certification.  

Similar to other boards

of other health professions,

the results of the National

Board exams are used by all

U.S. licensing boards to make

initial licensing decisions

immediately following gradu-

ation.  Other certification pro-

grams that currently exist all

have requirements that exceed

the steps of graduation from

their academic programs and

passing their entry level

national exams.

Therefore, it seems

appropriate that any meaning-

ful optometric board certifica-

tion process would assess

competence beyond the entry-

level requirements for licen-

sure.

Q: Will state associations
and local optometric soci-
eties lose their ability to
provide continuing educa-
tion programs for their
members?
A: The JBCPT is acutely

aware of the large number of

quality continuing education

programs provided at region-

al, state and local levels.   

The board certification

proposal includes a means to

continue to allow these con-

tinuing education programs.

It is not intended to interfere

with state continuing educa-

tion.  

The state affiliates are

important providers of quality

continuing education pro-

grams.  It is possible the

number of continuing educa-

tion offerings will increase to

meet the needs of the board

certification-seeking ODs.

Q: Once ODs are board-
certified, will the certifica-
tion have to be renewed?
A: Yes. The JBCPT is making

recommendations regarding

maintenance of certification

that will require ongoing edu-

cation, self-assessment, test-

ing and other activities for

practitioners who have

become board certified in

order to maintain their board

certification.

Q: Most professions seem to
have a 10-year re-certifica-
tion. Does that seem reason-
able to the group?
A: Our research shows that

the validity of health care

professions’ certification

ranges from five to 10 years,

and a 10-year recertification

cycle may be appropriate.

Q: Do other health care
professions have a board
certification process?
A: Yes, in fact optometry is

the only doctoral-level health

care profession with prescrib-

ing authority that does not

have a board certification

process (other than the rela-

tively new doctorate of nurs-

ing).  Dentistry, allopathic

medicine, osteopathic medi-

cine, podiatric medicine and

veterinary medicine all have

board certification routes to

demonstrate continued com-

petence. 

Q: What health care profes-
sion would be most compa-
rable to what the project
team is envisioning for
optometry’s board certifica-
tion?
A: Probably the closest right

now is family medicine,

which is the most recent spe-

cialty to obtain board certifi-

cation.  An important goal for

them was to develop a credi-

ble and attainable board certi-

fication program, which

closely resembles our own

priorities.  Additionally, fami-

ly medicine has the most

advanced board certification

and maintenance of certifica-

tion processes of all of the 24

sub-specialties that are mem-

bers of the American Board

of Medical Specialties

(ABMS).  The family medi-

cine model has been the

leader in board

certification/maintenance of

certification development.

Project team takes questions about proposal

To further enhance patient care and education efforts,
the AOA has introduced three new “gallery prints” high-
lighting the importance of comprehensive eye exams for
children.  

These digitally painted, museum-grade canvas gallery
prints, focusing on the impact of undiagnosed vision prob-
lems in children, will educate parents on why every child
should be seen by an optometrist.  

The large-format 20 x 24-inch “gallery-wrapped”
prints feature important visual messages that create a
branded patient counseling collection.  

Prints arrive with hardware, ready to hang with no
framing costs and may be purchased individually, or as a
collection, depending on the needs of the office.  

The cost is $89 per print. Available are:
v CE-1 – Children’s Eye Exam Canvas Print – “She
May Never Recover…” 
v CE-2 – Children’s Eye Exam Canvas Print – “His
Education Cost a Lot…”
v CE-3 – Children’s Eye Exam Canvas Print – “A Child
Shouldn’t Have to Fail…”

To order, contact the Order Department at 800-262-
2210.

High-quality prints
showcase importance
of children’s eye care

Board certification
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