[INSERT STATE OR PRACTICE LOGO HERE]        
[DATE,] 2006
[PATIENT NAME]
[PATIENT ADDRESS]
Dear ____:

Health officials from the federal government are investigating whether Fusarium keratitis, a severe corneal fungal infection, is linked to the ReNu® with MoistureLoc® brand contact lens solution. As a contact lens wearer and patient, I want to make sure you are aware of this situation and immediately stop using it, discard all remaining solution and use an alternative cleaning/disinfecting product.
As you look to select a new contact lens solution, I’d like to make you aware of the differences among lens care products. Most solutions are approved for use without rubbing when disinfecting; however, I’m recommending that patients rub their lenses to enhance cleaning for additional safety.

In addition, regardless of which cleaning/disinfecting solution you use, please take extra precautions with lens hygiene habits. Clean and safe handling of contact lenses is one of the most important measures you can take to protect your eye health.
Background

As of April 9, 2006, 109 cases of suspected Fusarium keratitis are under investigation by the CDC and public health authorities in 17 states around the United States, [including XX [your state, if pertinent]].  Based on their initial investigation, federal and state health officials have found most patients used Bausch & Lomb’s ReNu® brand or a generic brand manufactured by Bausch & Lomb. On April 13, Bausch & Lomb voluntarily withdrew its ReNu® with MoistureLoc® brand from stores in the United States. Health authorities in Singapore, Hong Kong and Malaysia are investigating similar cases.   
Top 6 Recommendations for Clean and Safe Contact Lenses
	1. Always wash your hands before handling contact lenses. 

	2. Carefully and regularly clean contact lenses, as directed by your optometrist. If recommended, rub the contact lenses with fingers and rinse thoroughly before soaking lenses overnight in sufficient multi-purpose solution to completely cover the lens. 

	3. Store lenses in the proper lens storage case and replace the case every three months. Clean the case after each use, and keep it open and dry between cleanings. 

	4. Use only products recommended by your optometrist to clean and disinfect your lenses. Saline solution and rewetting drops are not designed to disinfect lenses. 

	5. Only fresh solution should be used to clean and store contact lenses. Never re-use old solution. Contact lens solution must be changed according to the manufacturer's recommendations, even if the lenses are not used daily. 

	6. Replace your lenses on schedule as directed by your optometrist.


When wearing or cleaning contacts:

· Never put contact lenses in the mouth or moisten them with saliva, which is full of bacteria and a potential source of infection.

· Don’t use tap water or homemade saline solutions. Improper use of solutions has been linked to a potentially blinding condition among soft lens wearers.  

· Never use contacts that have not been prescribed by an eye doctor. Contact lens wear is not an option for everyone; consult with an optometrist to see if contact lenses are an appropriate choice for vision correction.

Contact lenses and the solutions used with them are considered medical devices and are regulated by the FDA, therefore this serves as an important reminder of the importance of maintaining regular appointments to ensure you are receiving clinical guidance based on individual eye health needs.  

In addition, I’d like to remind you that contact lenses are an effective form of vision correction when properly prescribed by an eye doctor and cleaned and stored according to your optometrist’s instructions.
I urge you to contact me at the phone number below should you have any questions or concerns about Fusarium keratitis or contact lens solution, cleaning or wearing habits. I also stress the importance of contacting my office immediately if you have any suspicions or concern about abnormal eye and vision conditions you may be experiencing.
Sincerely,

 
[DOCTOR’S NAME], O.D.
[PHONE NUMBER]
[NAME OF PRACTICE]
