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Teresa (Terri) Ann Gossard, O.D., M.S. 
6323 Grand Vista Avenue 

Cincinnati, Ohio 45213 
513.910.9433 

TGossard@aoa.org 

Professional Experience 

National Director of Clinical Integration 2023-Present 
EyeCare Partners; Cincinnati, Ohio 
Leads strategic integration of clinical best practices across a national network of optometry  
and ophthalmology practices, aligning provider workflows, enhancing referral pathways, and 
driving operational excellence to support high-quality, coordinated patient care 

Senior Director of Professional Relations  2019-2023 
CVP Physicians/EyeCare Partners; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Optometric Director 2016-2020 
Northmark Integrated Eyecare Network; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Optometrist 2016-2020 
OneSight Vision Center at Oyler School; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Executive Director 2016-2019 
The ECP Network/Access for Optometry; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Optometrist, multidisciplinary group practice 1999-2016 
Apex Eye; Cincinnati, Ohio  

Optometrist and Optometric Manager 1996-1999 
Dr. Weiner and Associates; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Optometrist 1996-1997 
Dr. Kenkel and Associates; Cincinnati, Ohio 

Education 

The Ohio State University College of Optometry, Columbus, Ohio 
Doctor of Optometry 1996 
Master of Science, Physiological Optics 1996 

Miami University, Oxford, Ohio 
Bachelor of Science Degree in Secondary Education/Science 1992 
Magna Cum Laude 

Externships 

Dayton Veteran’s Administration Hospital, Dayton, OH 1996 
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Licensure and Certification 
  

 Surgical Procedures and Laser Therapy of the Anterior Segment Certification, NSUCO  2023 
 

Ohio State Board of Optometry Diagnostic and Therapeutic Licensure    1996 to present 
       

Human Participant Protection Education for Research Teams, NIH  2009 to 2011 
 
 

Professional Associations, Memberships, and Leadership Positions 
 
 The American Optometric Association       1992 to present 
  Board of Trustees         2019 to present 
  Vice President         2025 to present 

Secretary-Treasurer        2024 to 2025 
  Federal Key Optometrist        2008 to present 
  Third Party Executive Committee       2017 to 2019 
  Professional Relations Committee       2010 to 2012 
  Health Center Committee        2012 to 2016 
  Multidisciplinary Practice Committee, Chair      2016 to 2017 
  Resolutions Committee        2012, 2014 
 

The Ohio Optometric Association        1996 to present 
  Finance Committee        2014 to 2020 
  RealEyes High School Curriculum Task Force      2016 to 2018 
  Immediate Past President        2015 to 2016 
  President         2014 to 2015 
  President Elect         2013 to 2014 

Secretary-Treasurer        2013  
Board of Directors Trustee        2007 to 2013 

  Chair, Legislative Committee       2012 to 2013 
Chair, Children’s Initiatives Task Force      2008 to 2012  

  State Selections Committee       2005 
   
   
 Cincinnati Optometric Association Board of Directors      2000 to present 

Zone Governor         2004 to 2006 
  Zone Secretary         2002 to 2004 
 
 Founding Executive Project Team, The OneSight Vision Center at Oyler School   2010 to 2020 
  Communicated innovative concept to shareholders, partners, and key employees  
  Developed effective business plan that achieved sustainability after 9 months 
  Actively pursued funding from both private and public sectors 
  Developed office design and recruited staffing 
  Evolved strategy, organization, and leadership models 
 
 Ohio School Based Health Center Association Board of Trustees    2011 to 2015 
 
    
 Volunteer Positions 
 

Pleasant Ridge Community Council President     2018 to 2022 
 
The Ohio State University College of Optometry Alumni Board of Advisors  2019 to present 
 
Vision USA Volunteer Provider       2008 to 2016 
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  InfantSee Volunteer Provider       2005 to 2016 
 

Selection Committee, Prevent Blindness Ohio Young Investigator Student  
  Fellowship Awards for Female Scholars in Vision Research    2005 to 2024 
  

Selection Committee, American Optometric Foundation, Health Eyes Healthy  2017 to 2021 
  Children Awards 
 

Federal and State Key Optometrist       2004 to present 
 

Cycle of Sight Volunteer        2002 to 2006 
  
  School Nurse Symposia Volunteer Presenter      1999 to 2020 
 
  Vision Van Volunteer        1996 to 2003 
 
 Alpha Phi Sorority, President        1991-1992 
 
   

Awards 
 

The Ohio State University College of Optometry Student Awards 
Alcon Outstanding Contact Lens Clinician Award 

  James Bing Memorial Award       1996 
 

Outstanding State Representative        2003 
 

Cincy Chic Health Department Woman of the Year      2012 
   

Cincinnati Business Courier Community Outreach Health Care Hero Award   2013 
 

Notable Alumna of The Ohio State University College of Optometry    2014 
 

Ohio Optometric Association Warren G. and Ruth P. Morris Optometrist of the Year  2017 
  

Ohio Optometric Association Key Optometrist of the Year     2021   
  

 
Research Studies  
 

Wiles, T.A. Master’s Project, Stereo Acuity in Small Angle Strabismus, College of Optometry, The Ohio State University, 1996 
  

A Multi-Center, Randomized, Double-Masked, Placebo-controlled Study to Evaluate the Efficacy and Safety of AL-46383A 
Ophthalmic Solution for the Treatment of Adenoviral Conjunctivitis. (Alcon). Phase II. Sub- Investigator at Western Hills 
location. 2009-2010 

 
A Multi-Center, Randomized, Investigator-Masked, Controlled, 15-Day Study to Evaluate the Clinical Efficacy and Safety of 
TOBRADEX ST compared to AZASITE in the Treatment of Subjects with Moderate to Severe Chronic Blepharitis. (Alcon). 
Phase IIIB. Sub-Investigator at Western Hills location. 2010 

  
A Controlled, Randomized, Subject Masked, Parallel Study to Evaluate the Performance of Bausch & Lomb Modified 
Disposable Contact Lenses compared to the Bausch and Lomb Soflens Contact Lenses when Worn by Adapted Soft Contact 
Lens Wearers on a Daily Wear Basis. (Bausch & Lomb). Phase IV.  Principle Investigator at Madeira Location (7850 Camargo 
Road, Cincinnati, OH  45243) 2011. 
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Presentations 
 

Presenter, World Sight Day Luncheon Briefing on Capitol Hill in Washington DC,    2018 
 “Integrated Eye and Vision Care in School Based Health Care” 
 

Presenter, National Assembly of School Based Health Care,       2012 
“The Vision Center at Oyler: Integrating Eye and Vision Care Into an Existing  
Cincinnati School Based Health Center”     

 
Ohio School Nurse Symposia Speaker        2005 to 2020 

 
Prevent Blindness Ohio Speaker         2002 to 2005 

         
 

References 
 
Available on Request 
 
 

 



Curtis A. Ono, O.D. 
 

STATEMENT 

I am strongly committed to 
providing the highest quality of 
care and treatment, utilizing 
state-of-the art technology in a 
personal and respectful 
environment. I have a strong 
sense of obligation to give back 
to my profession and community 
through active participation in 
my associations and public 
health programs for the 
underserved. 

CONTACT 

206.526.5222 (O) 
206.459.5274 (C) 

WEBSITE 
https://pugetsoundeyecare.com/ 

EMAIL 
cono@aoa.org 

LINKEDIN 
https://www.linkedin.com/in/cur 
tis-ono-222241a8 

AOA PROFILE 
Leadership | AOA  

PRACTICE 
 

Puget Sound Eye Care – Co-Owner 
Seattle and Bellevue, Washington 
Partner with Pediatric Ophthalmologist 

• Evaluate and Manage Pediatric Patients 
– Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
– Strabismus and Amblyopia 
– Pre- and Post-Operative Care 
– Specialty Medical Contact Lenses 
– Refractive Error Management 

• Evaluate and Manage Adult Patients 
– Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
– Strabismus and Diplopia 
– Pre- and Post-Operative Care 
– Ocular Disease and Pathology 
– Specialty Contact Lenses 

• Practice Operations and Strategies 
– Participate in Setting Goals and Objectives 
– Oversee Clinical Quality Controls and Measures 
– Supervise Clinic Providers and Staff 
– Coordinate Care with Eye Care and Other Health Care 

Professionals 

Johnson and Johnson Vision Care – Principal Investigator, 
Jacksonville, Florida 

• Conducted Contact Lens Studies with Pediatric Patients 

St. Marks Eye Institute – Lead Optometric Physician, 
Tacoma, Washington 

• Evaluated and Managed Patients in Medical Environment 
• Acted as Liaison to Eye Care Community 
• Coordinated Care with Eye Care and Other Health Care 

Professionals 

Dayton’s Optical – Staff Optometrist, 
Minneapolis/St. Paul, Minnesota 

• Comprehensive Eye Examinations 
• Contact Lens Evaluations 

https://pugetsoundeyecare.com/
mailto:cono@aoa.org
https://www.linkedin.com/in/curtis-ono-222241a8
https://www.linkedin.com/in/curtis-ono-222241a8
https://www.aoa.org/about-the-aoa/leadership#Ono


 
 
 
 

VOLUNTEER – OPTOMETRY 
 

AOA, Board of Trustees, Secretary/Treasurer 

• Oversee the development, presentation, and monitoring of the AOA’s annual 
operating budget and serve as the record keeper for the organization 

AOA, Board of Trustees, Trustee 

• Liaison to Affiliates 
Arizona, Arkansas, Armed Forces Optometric Society, American Optometric 
Student Association, California, Kansas, Louisiana, Maine, Maryland, 
Massachusetts, Missouri, Nebraska, Nevada, New Mexico, North Dakota, New 
York, Oklahoma, Oregon, Rhode Island, South Dakota, Utah, Vermont, 
Washington, and Wyoming 

• Liaison to Committees 
Commission on Ophthalmic Standards; Corneal and Contact Lens Section; Council 
on Research; Ethics and Values; Evidence-Based Optometry; Federal Relations; 
InfantSEE & Children's Vision; Quality Improvement & Data; Research & 
Information; State Governmental Relations; Third Party Center, Center for 
Paraoptometric Certification, Community and Engagement Advisory Committee; 
and Vision Rehab, Sports & Performance Vision 

• Liaison to Schools and Colleges of Optometry 
Arizona College of Optometry, MCPHS School of Optometry, New England 
College of Optometry, Rocky Mountain University, Rosenberg School of 
Optometry, Southern California College of Optometry, SUNY College of 
Optometry, University of California – Berkeley School of Optometry, and Western 
University College of Optometry 

• Project Teams 
Advocacy Roundtable; Code of Conduct; Diversity, Equity, and Inclusion; Eye 
Deserve More; Volunteer Engagement; Program Prioritization; and Regional 
Meetings 

• Liaison to Outside Organizations 
American Association of Corporate Optometrists, American Board of Optometry, 
Association of Regulatory Boards of Optometry, Association of Schools and 
Colleges of Optometry, Optometric Extension Program, Optometric Vision 
Development and Rehabilitation Association, and Volunteer Optometric Services 
to Humanity 

• AOA Foundation – Board Member 

AOA, Affiliate Relations and Membership Executive Committee, Chair 

• Developed and Directed Membership Growth Strategies 
• Led Committee of 26 AOA Members 

AOA, Affiliate Relations and Membership Executive Committee, Chair 

• Served as Resource to Affiliates In Membership Area 

AOA, Practice Modalities Committee, Resolutions, VISION USA Member  
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GWCO (Great Western Council of Optometry), President 

• Congress Planning, Education, Executive Committee, Finance, Industry Relations, 
Medical Grants, Presidents' Council, and Student Program 

OPW (Optometric Physicians of Washington) 

• President, 2009-2010 
• President-Elect, 2008-2009 
• Vice President, 2007-2008 
• Secretary, 2005-2007 
• Trustee (King County), 2002-2005 
• Pierce County Optometric Society President, 1996-1997 
• Pierce County Optometric Society Vice President, 1995-1996 

Committees 

• Awards (Member, 2017-2018) 
• Budget (Member, 2007-2009) 
• Children's Vision Task Force (Member, 2009-2012) 
• Clinical Care-Geriatrics/Seniors (Chair, 1995-1997; Member, 1994-1995) 
• Convention and Education Planning (Chair, 1996 and 2002) 
• Hospital Privileges/Nursing Homes (Member, 1996-1997) 
• Leadership Development (Chair, 2007-2009) 
• Legislative Membership (Chair, 2002-2005 and 2010-2013; Chair/Co-Leader 

(2014-2016) 
• Legislative Grassroots (Chair, 2001-2002) 
• Membership (Chair, 2002-2016) 
• Mentorship and Recruitment (Chair, 1996-1998; Chair MB/PC/SN, 1998-1999; 

Chair/Lead, 1999-2000) 
• New Membership (Co-Chair/Co-Lead, 2001-2002) 
• New Practitioner (Member, 1995-1996) 
• Nomination of Officers (Chair, 2010-2011; Member, 2011-2013) 
• Non-Dues Income Project Team (Chair, 2007-2008; Member, 2008-2009) 
• State Legislative (Member, 1994-1997) 
• State Office Team (Member, 2008-2009) 
• Strategic Planning (Member, 2000-2001 and 2008-2010) 
• VISION USA (Chair, 1994-1995, 1996-1997 and 2005-2007; Member, 1995-1996) 

MOA (Minnesota Optometric Association) 

• Legislative Grassroots 
• Vision USA, Founder/Chair 

NOA (National Optometric Association) 

WCO (World Council of Optometry) 

• Board Member 
• Membership Work Group Chair Cu
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VOLUNTEER – COMMUNITY 

• American Public Health Association, Member 
• Japanese American Citizens League, Member 
• St. Peter's Episcopal Church, Senior Warden 

AWARDS 
 

AACO, Larry J. Alexander Award, 2020 AOA, President’s Award, 2019 
OPW, Jack Hale (Lifetime Achievement) Award, 2017 OPW, OD of the Year, 2016 
OPW, President’s Distinguished Service Award, 2016 OPW, President’s Distinguished 
Service Award, 2005 MOA, President’s Award, 1994 

EDUCATION AND TRAINING 
 

Indiana University, School of Optometry 
Doctor of Optometry 

Indiana University, School of Optometry 
Bachelor of Science 

Northeastern State University, Oklahoma College of Optometry 
Advanced Procedures and Laser Certification Course 
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CURRENT PROFESSIONAL STATUS 
 Center Director, Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute, Anchorage, Alaska.  (1999-present) 
 
OFFICE ADDRESS 
 Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute 
 1600 “A” Street, Suite 200 
 Anchorage, AK  99501-5146 
 (907) 272-2423 
 Paul.Barney@pcli.com 
 
EDUCATIONAL BACKGROUND 
 Doctor of Optometry (1984) 
 Southern California College of Optometry 
 Fullerton, California 
 
 Bachelor of Science (1980) 
 North Dakota State University 
 Fargo, North Dakota 
 
CLINICAL EXPERIENCE 
 Optometric Center of Fullerton, California, an affiliate clinic of the Southern 
 California College of Optometry.  (1982-84) 
 
 Optometric Center of Baldwin Park, California, an affiliate clinic of the Southern 
 California College of Optometry.  (1983) 
 
 Eye Clinic, Tripler Army Hospital, Honolulu, Hawaii.  (1984) 
 
 Optometry Clinic, U.S. Army Health Clinic, Schofield Barracks, Hawaii.  (1984) 
 
 Veterans Administration Outpatient Clinic, Los Angeles, California.  (1984) 
 
 Director of Contact Lenses and Optometric Services, Inland Eye Institute, Colton, 
 California.  (1985-90) 
 

Staff Optometric Physician, Pacific Cataract & Laser Institute, Chehalis, WA and 
Anchorage, AK.  (1990-present) 
 
Center Director, Pacific Cataract & Laser Institute, Anchorage, AK.  (1999 - present) 
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TEACHING EXPERIENCE 
 “Clinical Methods in Contact Lenses”, Southern California College of Optometry.  
 (1982-83) 
 

“Extended Wear Contact Lenses:  A Bomb About to Explode?”, Eye Care Update, 
 presented by the Inland Eye Institute in affiliation with the Southern California College 
 of Optometry.  (September, 1987) 
 

“Corneal Complications Associated with Extended Wear Contact Lenses”, Annual 
Meeting, Desert Optometric Society.   (April, 1988) 
 
“Case Rounds”, Pacific University TPA Course.  (October, 1990) 
 
“Infectious and Noninfectious Keratitis”, Washington Optometric Association.  (October, 
1990) 
 
“Surgical and Laser Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University TPA Course.  
(November, 1990) 
 
“Tuberculosis and its Ocular Manifestations”, Pacific University TPA Course.  
(November, 1990) 
 
“Syphilis and its Ocular Manifestations”, Pacific University TPA Course.  (November, 
1990) 
 
“Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  
(April, 1991) 
 
“Current Trends in Refractive Surgery”, Washington Optometric Association.  (May, 
1991) 
 
“Bacterial Corneal Ulcers”, Washington Optometric Association.  (May, 1991) 
 
“Vitreoretinal Related Macular Disorders”, Washington Optometric Association.   
(June, 1991) 

 
“Current Trends in Ocular Therapeutics”, Washington Optometric Association.  
(September, 1991) 
 
“Treatment of Corneal Ulcers”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (September, 
1991) 
 
“Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  
(November, 1991) 

 
“Surgical and Laser Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University College of Optometry. 
(November, 1991) 
 



Curriculum Vitae, page 3 
Paul M. Barney, O.D. 

 
“Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  
(April, 1992) 
 
“Primary Care of the Cataract Patient”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (May, 1992) 
 
“Clinical Challenges in Cataract Care”, Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute.  (October, 
1992) 
 
“Inflammatory Diseases of the Sclera and Episclera”, Pacific University College of 
Optometry.  (February, 1993) 
 
“Diagnosis and Treatment of Glaucoma”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  
(April, 1993) 
 
“Refractive Surgery”, Montana Optometric Association.  (May, 1993) 
 
“Approach to the Uveitis Patient”, Montana Optometric Association.  (September, 1993) 
 
“Inflammatory Diseases of the Sclera and Episclera”, Montana Optometric Association.  
(September, 1993) 
 
“What’s New in Keratorefractive Surgery”, Great Western Council of Optometry.  
(October, 1993) 
 
“Therapeutic Pharmaceutic Agents”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (March, 
1994) 
 
“Case Rounds”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (April, 1994) 
 
“Primary Care of the Cataract Patient”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (May, 
1994) 
 
“Infectious and Noninfectious Keratitis”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 1994) 
 
“Approach to the Uveitis Patient”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 1994) 

 
“Advanced Ocular Treatment”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (September, 
1994) 

 
“Vitreoretinal Related Macular Disorders”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (December, 
1994) 

 
“Treatment of Inflammatory Diseases of the Sclera and Episclera”, Alaska Optometric 
Association.  (December, 1994) 
 
“Case Rounds”, Pacific University College of Optometry.  (April, 1995) 
 
“General Medicine”, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (May, 1995) 
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“Ocular Surface Disease”, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (March, 
1996) 
 
“Co-management of Laser Vision Correction”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (April, 
1996) 
 
“Laser Symposium”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 1996) 
 
“Co-management of the Surgical Patient”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 1996) 
 
“Ophthalmic Laser Symposium”, American Optometric Association.  (June, 1996) 
 
“Laser Photocoagulation of the Posterior Segment”, Alaska Optometric Association.  
(December, 1996) 
 
“Ocular Pharmacology Update”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 1997) 
 
“Ocular Surgery Co-management”, Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute.  (July, 1997) 
 
“LASIK Update and New Innovations in Laser Technology”, Pacific Cataract and Laser 
Institute.  (July, 1997) 
 
“On The Road with Frank and Paul”, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  
(October, 1997) 
 
“Eye Care in the Developing World”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (December, 1997) 
 
“Communicating With Important Decision Makers”, Washington Association of 
Optometric Physicians.  (April, 1998) 
 
“Neuro-ophthalmic Case Rounds”, Pacific Cataract and Laser Institute.  (May, 1998) 
 
“Eye Care in the Developing World”, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  
(October, 1998) 
 
“The Optometric Physician’s Role in Diabetes Care”, Alaska Optometric Association. 
(December, 1998) 

 
“Update on Topical Ophthalmic Medications”, Alaska Optometric Association. 
(December, 1998) 
 
“Medical Missions”, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (April, 1999) 
 
“Interactive Case Rounds”, Alaska Board of Optometry.  (August, 1999) 
 
“The Optometric Physicians Role in Diabetes Care”, Great Western Council of 
Optometry.  (October, 1999) 
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 “Case Rounds”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (December, 1999) 
 
 “Refractive Surgery Update”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 2000) 
 
 “Case Rounds”, North Cascades Eye Symposium.  (July, 2000) 
 

“What do I do now?  Management of Post-operative Cataract and LASIK 
Complications”, Alaska Board of Optometry.  (December, 2000) 
 
“Refractive Surgery”, Alaska Association of Medical Assistants.  (May, 2001) 
 
“Wilderness Medicine and Eye Care”, North Cascades Eye Symposium.  (July, 2001) 
 
“Complications of Cataract Surgery”, Alaska Optometric Association.  (June, 2002) 
 
“Cataractogenesis:  Can We Prevent Cataracts?”, Great Western Council of Optometry.  
(October, 2002) 
 
“Refractive Surgery”, Alaska Opticians Association.  (November, 2002) 
 
“Diabetic Eye Disease”, Alaska Diabetes Association.  (December, 2003) 
 
“Anterior Segment Surgery”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  (July, 2005) 
 
“Eyelid Tumors”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  (July, 2005) 
 
“The Optometric Physician’s Role in Diabetes Care”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, 
Chignik, AK.  (July, 2005) 
 
“Surgical Correction of Presbyopia”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  
(July, 2005) 
 
“Viral Disease of the Anterior Segment”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  
(July, 2005) 

 
“Refractive Surgery”,  Asia Pacific Council of Optometry, Tokyo, Japan (October, 2005) 

 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”, Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (October, 2005) 
 
“Presbyopia:  Next Surgical Frontier”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  
(July, 2006) 
 
“OHTS, Rosacea, Refractive Surgery Update”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, 
AK.  (July, 2006) 
 
“LASEK:  Somewhere between PRK and LASIK”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, 
Chignik, AK.  (July, 2006) 
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“Cataract Care:  Enhancing the Team Concept”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, 
AK.  (July, 2006) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”, Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (October, 2006) 
 
“Wilderness Medicine and Eye Care”, North Cascades Eye Symposium.  (July, 2007) 
 
“Custom Cataract Surgery”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  (September, 
2007) 
 
“Ocular Diseases That Can’t Wait to be Treated”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, 
Chignik, AK.  (September, 2007) 
 
“New Ideas in Glaucoma Management”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  
(September, 2007) 
 
“Wilderness Medicine and Eye Care”, Eye Hunt Eye Fish Conference, Chignik, AK.  
(September, 2007) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2007) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2007) 
 
“Ocular Therapeutic Injection Lab”, Alaska Optometric Association, TPA Amplification 
Course, Anchorage and Girdwood, AK.  (January, February, and March, 2008) 
 
“Ocular Diseases That Can’t Wait to be Treated”,  Pacific University Victoria 
Conference, Victoria, BC.  (July, 2008) 
 
“Wilderness Medicine and Eye Care”,  Pacific University Victoria Conference, Victoria, 
BC.  (July, 2008) 

 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2008) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2008) 
 
“Custom IOL Patient Management”, Montana Optometric Association, Big Sky Ski 
Conference, Big Sky, Montana.  (February, 2009) 
 
“New Technology in Ophthalmic Surgery”, Montana Optometric Association, Big Sky 
Ski Conference, Big Sky, Montana.  (February, 2009) 
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“Cataracts and the Laser Vision Correction Patient”, Alaska Optometric Association, 
Kodiak, AK.  (June, 2009) 
 
“New Technology in Anterior Segment Surgery”, Alaska Optometric Association, 
Kodiak, AK.  (June, 2009) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2009) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2009) 
 
“Cataracts, IOL’s, and Co-management”, Alaska Optometric Association, Juneau, AK 
(March, 2010) 
 
“Case Rounds”, Alaska Optometric Association, Juneau, AK (March, 2010) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2010) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2010) 
 
“Ophthalmic Injections”, Alaska Optometric Association, Girdwood, Alaska  
(February, 2011) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2011) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2011) 
 
“Ophthalmic Injections”, Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska  
(December, 2011) 

 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2012) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2012) 
 
“Custom IOL Patient Management”,  Pacific Cataract & Laser Institute, Sitka, Alaska.  
(April, 2013) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2013) 
 

 



Curriculum Vitae, page 8 
Paul M. Barney, O.D. 
 

“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2013) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2014) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2014) 
 
“Ophthalmic Injections”, Alaska Optometric Association, Girdwood, Alaska.  (March, 
2015) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2015) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2015) 
 
“New Technology and the Changing Eyecare Landscape”, Alaska Optometric 
Association, Homer, Alaska.  (June, 2016) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2016) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2016) 
 
“Ophthalmic Co-management:  Yesterday and Today”, Idaho Optometric Physicians 
Association (January, 2017) 
 
“Corneal Conditions and Refractive Surgery”, Idaho Optometric Physicians Association 
(January, 2017) 
 
“Corneal Cross-linking”, Idaho Optometric Physicians Association (January, 2017) 

 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2017) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2017) 
 
“Pain Management and Opioid Misuse and Addiction”, Alaska Optometric Association, 
Juneau, Alaska.  (February, 2018) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2018) 
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“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2018) 
 
“Pain Management and Opioid Misuse and Addiction”, Alaska Optometric Association, 
Girdwood, Alaska.  (May, 2019) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2019) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2019) 
 
“Implementing Modernized Procedures into Your Practice”,  Optometry’s Meeting, 
Denver, CO.  (June, 2021) 
 
“Incorporating Nd: YAG Capsulotomy into Your Practice”,  Idaho Optometric 
Physicians 2022 Day at the Capitol, Boise, ID (February 2022) 
 
“Alternatives to Topical Glaucoma Therapy”,  Idaho Optometric Physicians 2022 Day at 
the Capitol, Boise, ID (February 2022) 
 
“Laser Therapy in Optometry:  The Politics, Procedures and Protocols”,  Optometry’s 
Meeting, Chicago, IL.  (June, 2022) 
 
“IOL Solutions and Case Discussions”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, 
Alaska.  (September, 2022) 
 
“Pain Management, and Opioid Misuse and Addiction”,  Alaska Optometric Association, 
Anchorage, Alaska.  (September, 2022) 
 
“Anterior Segment Laser Procedures”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, 
Alaska.  (September, 2022) 

 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2022) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2022) 
 
“Laser Techniques in Nd: YAG Laser Capsulotomy”,  WA Board of Optometry, Kane 
Hall Lectures (Virtual), Seattle, WA.  (March, 2023) 

 
“Case Rounds”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Girdwood, Alaska.  (April, 2023) 
 
“Age-related Macular Degeneration”,  Association of Thai Optometrists (virtual 
presentation), Bangkok, Thailand.  (September, 2023) 
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“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2023) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2023) 
 
“Cataract Management Secrets”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  
(May, 2024) 
 
“Leadership, Legislation, & Lasers”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, 
Alaska.  (May, 2024) 
 
“Pain Management, and Opioid Misuse and Addiction”,  Alaska Optometric Association, 
Anchorage, Alaska.  (May, 2024) 
 
“Case Rounds”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  (May, 2024) 
 
“Laser Techniques in Nd: YAG Laser Capsulotomy”,  Great Western Council of 
Optometry, Portland, Oregon.  (October, 2024) 
 
“The Role of Ophthalmic Lasers in Primary Eye Care”,  Asia Optometric Congress, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2024) 
 
“Diagnoses and Treatment of Anterior Segment Disease”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, 
Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2024) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2024) 

 
“Premium Intraocular Lenses”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  
(May, 2025) 

 
“YAG Laser Capsulotomy: Techniques & Challenging Cases”,  Optometric Physicians of 
Washington, Cle Elum, Washington.  (May, 2025) 

 
“Light Adjustable Intraocular Lenses”,  Synergistic Eye Care Conference (virtual 
presentation), Bangkok, Thailand.  (October, 2025) 
 
“Light Adjustable Intraocular Lenses”,  Royal College of Ophthalmologists of Thailand, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2025) 
 
“Applied Ocular Therapeutics”,  Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, 
Bangkok, Thailand.  (November, 2025) 
 
“Premium IOLs”, Indian Health Service Alaska Regional Meeting, Southcentral 
Foundation, Anchorage, AK.  (December, 2025) 
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“Premium IOLs”, Association of Thai Optometrists (virtual presentation), Bangkok, 
Thailand.  (February, 2026) 
 
“Specialty IOLs”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  (April, 2026) 
 
“The State of the Profession: Where We Came From & Where We Are Heading”,  
Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  (April, 2026) 
 
“Clinical Case Challenges 2026”,  Alaska Optometric Association, Anchorage, Alaska.  
(April, 2026) 

 
“Pain Management, and Opioid Misuse and Addiction”,  Alaska Optometric Association, 
Anchorage, Alaska.  (April, 2026) 
 
“Laser Techniques in Nd:  YAG Laser Capsulotomy”,  Montana Optometric Association, 
Helena, MT.  (May, 2026) 
 
“SLT & LPI Update”,  Montana Optometric Association, Helena, MT.  (May, 2026) 

 
Adjunct Professor, Pacific University College of Optometry, Forest Grove, Oregon 
(1991-2000) 
 
Guest Lecturer, Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, 
Thailand (2005-2015) 
 
Adjunct Professor, Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, 
Thailand (2016-present) 
 
Adjunct Professor, Northeastern State University Oklahoma College of Optometry, 
Tahlequah, Oklahoma (2020-present) 
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OPTOMETRIC ADVOCACY & LEGISLATIVE EXPERIENCE 

Testified before Alaska state legislature, advocating for optometric scope expansion in 
Alaska.  Played an integral role in passing HB 103 in 2017.  HB 103 is the first 
optometric legislation in the US which gives autonomy to the Board of Examiners in 
Optometry; HB 103 gives the Alaska Board of Examiners in Optometry the authority to 
expand scope of practice commensurate with what is taught at accredited schools and 
colleges of optometry. 

 
Testified before Washington state legislature, advocating for optometric scope expansion 
in Washington state. 

 
Testified before Oregon state legislature, advocating for optometric scope expansion in 
Oregon. 

 
Testified before Nebraska state legislature, advocating for optometric scope expansion in 
Nebraska. 

 
Testified before the U.S. House of Representatives, Veteran Affairs Subcommittee on 
Health, advocating for optometric scope expansion within the VA. 
 
Testified before Maine state legislature, advocating for optometric scope expansion in 
Maine. 

 
PUBLICATIONS 
 Contributing Editor, Dictionary of Visual Science, Cline, et. al., 4th edition, 1989, 

Chilton. 
 
 Contributing Editor, Primary Care of the Cataract Patient, Murrill, et. al., 1st edition, 

1994, Appleton & Lange. 
 
PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 

Member, American Optometric Student Association.  (1980-84) 
 
Board of Trustees, American Optometric Student Association.  (1982-83) 
 
Secretary, American Optometric Student Association.  (1983-84) 

 
Member, American Optometric Association.  (1980-present) 
 
Member, California Optometric Association.  (1985-89) 
 
Member, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians/Optometric Physicians of 
Washington.  (1990-2022) 
 
Secretary, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (1995-1998) 

 
Board of Advisors, Canvasback Missions, Inc.  (1996-2002) 
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Chairperson, Public Relations Committee, Washington Association of Optometric 
Physicians.  (1997-1999) 
 
Adjunct Professor, Pacific University College of Optometry, Forest Grove, OR.  (1991-
present) 

 
Board of Directors, Canvasback Missions, Inc.  (1999-2002) 
 
Member, Alaska Optometric Association.  (1999-present) 
 
Legislative Committee, Alaska Optometric Association.  (2000 – present) 
 
Vice-president, Alaska Optometric Association.  (2001-2002) 
 
President, Alaska Optometric Association.  (2002-2004) 
 
Chairperson, Continuing Education Committee, Alaska Optometric Association.  (2001-
present) 
 
Public Affairs Committee, American Optometric Association.  (2011 – 2016) 
 
Chair, New Technology Committee, American Optometric Association.  (2016 - 2019) 
 
Guest Lecturer, Ramkhamhaeng University, Institute of Health Science, Bangkok, 
Thailand.  (2005-2015) 
 
Board of Trustees, Great Western Council of Optometry.  (2008 - 2016) 
 
President, Great Western Council of Optometry.  (2014-2015) 
 
Board of Examiners in Optometry, State of Alaska.  (March, 2011 – March 2019) 
 
Diplomate, American Board of Optometry (2013 – present) 
 
Chairman, Board of Examiners in Optometry, State of Alaska.  (April, 2014 – March 
2019) 

 
Adjunct Professor, Ramkhamhaeng University, Faculty of Optometry, Bangkok, 
Thailand (2016-present) 

 
Adjunct Professor, Northeastern State University College of Optometry, Tahlequah, OK.  
(2020-present) 

 
Member, State Government Relations Committee, American Optometric Association.  
(2020 - 2022) 
 
Member, American Society of Optometric Surgeons (2020 – present) 

 



Curriculum Vitae, page 14 
Paul M. Barney, O.D. 

 
Board of Trustees, American Optometric Association (2022 – present) 
 
Board of Directors, Optometry Cares the AOA Foundation (2022 – 2024) 

 
AWARDS 

Distinguished Service Award, Student Association of the Southern California College of 
Optometry.  (1981-82) 

 
Distinguished Service Award, American Optometric Student Association.  (1982-83) 
 
Leslie W. Scown Award for Clinical Excellence, Southern California College of 
Optometry.  (1983) 
 
Award of Merit, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (1995-96) 
 
Award of Merit, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (1996-97) 
 
Award of Merit, Washington Association of Optometric Physicians.  (1997-98) 
 
Optometrist of the Year, Alaska Optometric Association.  (2016) 

 
Optometrist of the Year, American Optometric Association.  (2017) 
 
Legislative Citation, 30th Alaska State Legislature.  (2017) 
 
AOA Presidential Advocacy Service Award, American Optometric Association.  (2022) 
 
Federal Advocacy Award, American Optometric Association.  (2025) 
 
Distinguished Alumni Award, Southern California College of Optometry at Marshall B. 
Ketchum University.  (2025) 

 
HUMANITARIAN ENDEAVORS 
 Medical Relief Mission, Monument Valley Hospital, Navajo Indian Reservation.  

(Eighteen trips, 1985-1989) 
  

Medical Relief Mission, Ebeye Hospital, Kwajalein Atoll, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands.  (April, 1996) 

 
 Medical Relief Mission, Majuro Hospital, Majuro Atoll, Republic of the Marshall 

Islands.  (April, 1996) 
 

Medical Relief Mission, Scheer Memorial Hospital, Banepa, Nepal.  (August, 1997) 
 

Medical Relief Mission, Pohnpei Hospital, Pohnpei, Federated States of Micronesia.  
(September, 1997) 
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Medical Relief Mission, Kosrae Hospital, Kosrae, Federated States of Micronesia.  
(September, 1997) 

 
Medical Relief Mission, Uspantan Hospital, Uspantan, Guatemala.  (April, 1998) 

 
Medical Relief Mission, Ebeye Hospital, Kwajalein Atoll, Republic of the Marshall 
Islands.  (May, 1998) 

 
Medical Relief Mission, Juli Hospital, Juli, Peru.  (September, 1998) 

 
Medical Relief Mission, San Cristobal Hospital, San Cristobal, Guatemala.  (April, 1999) 

 
Medical Relief Mission, Ebeye Hospital, Kwajalein Atoll, Republic of the Marshall Islands.  
(September, 1999) 

 
CURRENT OPTOMETRIC LICENSURE 
 Alaska 

Washington  
  
REFERENCES 
 Available upon request. 



Karoline L. Munson  
  

Office: 111 Jett Blvd Suite 100 Frankfort KY 40601  

Ph. 502-695-6310   Fax. 502-695-6311  

Home: Frankfort KY   Cell 859-539-6833  

  

OBJECTIVE:  

   

              Optometrist  

  

ACADEMIC PREPARATIONS:  

  

Doctor of Optometry, Indiana University School of Optometry, Bloomington 2001  

  

BS in Optometry, Indiana University School of Optometry, Bloomington 1998  

  

LICENSURE AND CERTIFICATION:  

  

              Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners, Licensed Optometrist July 2001  

Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners, Expanded Therapeutic Procedures,  

November 2011  

Diplomat, American Board of Optometry, March 2014  

Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners, Expanded Therapeutic Procedures, YAG 

Capsulotomy,  December 2014  

  

  

LANGUAGES:  

  

              Can read and speak some Spanish  

  

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCES:  

  

Associate Instructor, Spring 2000 and Spring 2001  

              School of Optometry, Indiana University  

              Courses: Contact Lens I Laboratory  

Adjunct Faculty, University of Pikeville 10/21-10/24 

  

Speaker, Allergan/Abbvie 10/13-6/24 

  

Optometrist, Frankfort Vision Center 5/01-7/03  

Owner, Frankfort Vision Center 7/03-8/18  

Optometrist, Dr. Black’s Eye Associates 9/18-10/24 

Optometrist, KY Doctors of Optometry 11/24-present 

 

  



POSTER PRESENTED AT CONFERENCES:  

   

Optical Assessment of Corneal Transplantation in a Keratoconic Eye using a Shack-Hartmann  

Aberrometer, Presented at the American Academy of Optometry Annual Conference in Orlando, FL 2000  

  

PROFESSIONAL MEMBERSHIPS:  

  

              American Optometric Association  

              Kentucky Optometric Association  

   National Optometric Association 

   World Council of Optometry 

  

PROFESSIONAL SERVICES:  

  

             Treasurer, Kentucky Optometric Association Political Action Committee, 2006-2025  

President, Kentucky Optometric Association, 2015-2016  

Member, American Optometric Association Third Party Committee, 2014-2018  

Member, American Optometric Association New Technology Committee, 2018  

Member, American Optometric Association, Federal Relations Committee, 2019-2024   

Federal Advocacy Representative, American Optometric Association, 2019-2024  

Member, Kentucky Medicaid Technical Advisory Committee, 2015-2018, 2020-2025  

Legislative Co-Chair, Kentucky Optometric Association, 2021-2025  

Trustee, American Optometric Association, 2024-present 

Board Member, World Council of Optometry 2025-present 

  

HONORS AND AWARDS:  

  

             Young Optometrist of the Year, Kentucky Optometric Association, 2006   

Most Influential Women in Optical, Vision Monday, 2014  

President’s Award, Kentucky Optometric Association, 2014 and 2016  

Kentucky Colonel, Commonwealth of Kentucky, 2006 and 2012  

  Optometrist of the Year, Kentucky Optometric Association, 2020-2021  

Outstanding Service Award, American Optometric Association FAR, 2024 

  

PUBLIC SERVICE:  

  

            Second Street School, SBMD Parent Member 07/18- 06/21     

  Lexington Dolphins Swim Team, Frankfort Site Liaison 2017-2018  

Member, Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners 04/23-09/24 

Treasurer, Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners 09/24-04/25 

Vice-President, Kentucky Board of Optometric Examiners 04/25-present 

 

  

 

 

 



REFERENCES:  

  

Howell Findley, O.D.  

Commonwealth Eye Surgery, Lexington, Kentucky  

859-224-2655  

 

Joe Ellis, O.D.  

             Clarkson Eyecare, Benton, Kentucky  

             270-527-7421  

                

Britt Brockman, M.D.  

John Kenyon American Eye Institute, Louisville, Kentucky  

502-895-2910  

    

  

    

  

                

  

  



 

 
 
 
Healthcare Advocate | Organizational Leader 
Covington, Louisiana  •  apuerto@aoa.org 
LinkedIn: linkedin.com/in/dramypuerto/  |  www.dramy4aoa.com 
(606)-219-3160 
 
Contemporary full-scope optometrist, healthcare advocate, and organizational leader with extensive experience 
in legislative affairs, nonprofit governance, strategic planning, and association development. Elected to the 
American Optometric Association (AOA) Board of Trustees in 2025 and currently serving in national leadership 
roles focused on affiliate engagement, technology modernization, practice management innovation, member 
and leadership pipeline development, and the future of optometric practice. 
 
 

NATIONAL LEADERSHIP 
American Optometric Association (AOA) 
Trustee, Board of Trustees | 2025–Present 

• Elected to the national Board of Trustees representing 50,000 Doctors of Optometry, paraoptometrics, 
and optometry students across the United States. 

• Serves as Liaison Trustee to the Eye Deserve More initiative, collaborating on national public 
awareness and communications strategies focused on elevating the visibility and value of contemporary 
optometric care with AOA Communications Team and strategic planning sessions with the Edelman PR 
Firm.  

• Provides guidance as Liaison Trustee to Community & Engagement Advisory Committee, refocusing 
committee goals to involve diverse membership engagement, organizational culture, and connecting 
the committee with the National Optometric Association leadership and Black Eyecare Perspective 
leaders, SPECTRUM student leadership, Asian American Optometric Society, and ODs with Disabilities 
founder in support of association efforts on belonging.  

• Collaborates on the New Trustee Orientation Task Force to enhance mentorship, onboarding, and 
leadership integration for incoming members of the AOA Board of Trustees. 

• Participates on the Telehealth Council evaluating the evolving role of digital health delivery, optometry’s 
position statement on virtual care integration and future tele-optometry risks and opportunities within 
contemporary healthcare. 

• Liaison Trustee to Volunteer Optometric Services to Humanity (VOSH) International Board of Directors, 
providing association collaboration and guidance including assisting in the development of its multi-year 
strategic planning session and supporting its humanitarian advocacy strategies globally.  

• New Trustee Orientation Task Force. 
• Unanimously appointed by fellow trustees to serve as Liaison Trustee to the AOAExcel Board 

supporting strategic initiatives involving employment services, practice management resources, 
innovation, and business solutions for optometrists and students.  

• Serves as liaison to northeast affiliate associations in Connecticut, Maine, Massachusetts, New 
Hampshire, New York, Rhode Island, and Vermont providing mentorship, legislative strategy, advocacy 
testimony, and organizational and membership development strategies.  

• Serves as liaison to Massachusetts College of Pharmacy and Health Sciences, New England College of 
Optometry, and SUNY College of Optometry. 

• Provides creative insight into organizational modernization initiatives involving AI-driven member 
analytics, technology infrastructure upgrades, next-generation affiliate engagement strategies, and 
communications transformation through new AMS Committee and association-wide member 
management software. 

Amy A. Puerto, O.D., FAAO, Diplomate, ABO 
American Optometric Association Trustee 
 

mailto:apuerto@aoa.org
http://www.dramy4aoa.com/


 

• Represents the AOA at affiliate meetings, schools and colleges of optometry, leadership conferences, 
legislative events, media, and advocacy initiatives with an emphasis on future-focused leadership, 
technology integration, and grassroots engagement. 

Leadership Development Committee | Cohort Leader | 2025 

• Mentored emerging leaders in organized optometry through structured leadership development 
programming focused on public speaking and negotiation strategies, personal branding, organizational 
engagement, and preparation to serve in leadership roles within their affiliate. 

• Assisted in strategic planning for longitudinal leadership initiatives supporting optometrists throughout 
their professional careers (i.e. Leadership Institute 1.0, Leadership Institute 2.0, and beyond) 

Industry Relations Committee | 2022–2024 

• Served as liaison between the AOA and ophthalmic industry partners regarding ethical collaboration, 
sponsorship packaging and fund development, high impact strategizing to launch the Myopia Collective, 
and fostering continued organizational engagement and appreciation.  

AOA-PAC & AOA on Capitol Hill | 2011–Present 

• Active advocate and key person participating in federal issues impacting patient access, 
reimbursement, scope modernization, and the future of healthcare delivery including multiple 
fundraisers for Senate HELP Chairman, Bill Cassidy, M.D., House Speaker Mike Johnson, and 
Congressional Black Caucus 1st Chair, Rep. Troy Carter to advance investigative Congressional 
Services Report on VBM Abuse.  

ADVOCACY & LEGISLATIVE IMPACT 
 
Optometry Association of Louisiana (OAL) 
Executive Committee & Board of Directors | 2018–2024 

• Played key strategic and advocacy roles in Louisiana legislative initiatives involving patient access, 
scope modernization, continuing education standards, and vision benefit manager reform. 

• Participated extensively in legislative testimony before House and Senate committees, private 
legislative meetings, coalition development, and high-level legislative negotiations. 

• Helped secure bipartisan support and unanimous legislative passage of major optometric advocacy 
initiatives, including creating optometry champions out of opposition legislators.  

• Worked collaboratively with legislators, executive branch officials, association counsel, government 
affairs teams, regulatory agencies, and statewide associations on issues impacting patient care and 
healthcare access. 

• Developed association-wide legislative messaging, advocacy strategy, testimony preparation, member 
mobilization and creating public-facing communications. 

• Maintained active engagement with statewide political and civic leaders through strategic advocacy and 
relationship development initiatives. 

• Participated in hiring search and crating contract for new executive director, legal counsel and 
regulatory counsel.  

• Created legacy documents to help with transition of board member roles including president, president-
elect, secretary-treasurer, and society president.  



 

 
Optometry Association of Louisiana Cont’d 
Immediate Past President | 2024-2025 

• Advised executive leadership regarding organizational continuity, governance modernization, policy 
redevelopment, and follow through of strategic plan goals, metrics, and outcomes. 

• Assisted in implementation of Louisiana’s Vision2025 advocacy fundraising initiative and statewide 
member engagement efforts. 

• Organized legislative engagement initiatives including innovative advocacy and public education events 
involving state legislators and healthcare leaders, i.e. Senate “Eye-vent” and retinal imaging at the state 
capitol.  

• Advocated for reforms surrounding state regulatory board autonomy  

President | 2023–2024 

• Led organizational restructuring efforts involving executive director transitions, hiring new lobby firm, 
board development, strategic planning, and leadership pipeline expansion. 

• Organized mutli-day board strategic planning retreat.  
• Implemented advocacy platform, KP Dashboard and fundraising platform, Snowball Fundraising. 
• Assisted in the development of statewide leadership institute with particular responsibility on the 

creation of an optometric advocacy and history program designed as an escape room-style session.  
• Testified before legislative committees and state agencies regarding professional regulation, healthcare 

access, and regulatory reform. 
• Collaborated extensively with state legislators, executive branch officials, legal counsel, and 

professional stakeholders on healthcare policy issues. 

Legislative Committee | 2022–Present 

• Key strategist and legislative researcher for state-wide vision benefit manager reform (SB 404, 2026) 
efforts focused on patient access, provider equity, and healthcare transparency. Bill was designed 
under consultation with Insurance Commissioner to ensure it was enforceable, unanimously approved 
in both House and Senate, and authored by the Senate Health and Welfare Chairman.  

• Assisted in drafting legislative messaging, testimony preparation, coalition engagement, PR website, 
and stakeholder strategy to combat misinformation during vision plan debates. 

• Helped coordinate advocacy surrounding scope modernization, regulatory reform, and anti-optometry 
legislation (SB 328, 2022; SB 210, 2023; SB 10, 2025).  

• Developed key relationships with statewide elected officials, legislative leadership, and regulatory 
stakeholders. 

Selected Legislative & Advocacy Results 

• Assisted in securing unanimous legislative passage of major patient access and optometric advocacy 
initiatives revolving VBM reform in Louisiana. 

• Helped transform proposed anti-optometry legislation into collaborative legislation supporting the 
profession and patient care access. 

• Participated in strategic advocacy initiatives that elevated optometry’s visibility among state executive 
leadership, legislators, and healthcare stakeholders. 

• Assisted in developing and organizing statewide leadership and advocacy programming for doctors and 
students of optometry. 

 

 

 



 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 
 

Louisiana Family Eyecare | Covington, Louisiana 
Optometrist | Externship Preceptor | Advanced Procedures & Clinical Leadership 

2016–Present 

• Provides high-volume medical eye care in private optometric group with emphasis on ocular disease 
management, advanced therapeutics, laser procedures, and minor surgical procedures involving the lid 
and adnexa. 

• Clinical interests include pediatrics and special needs populations, autoimmune disease, mental health-
related visual dysfunction, refractive therapies associated with traumatic brain injury, and contemporary 
medical eye care delivery including specialty contact lenses, ocular surface disease management.  

• Supervises optometric externs and provides hands-on instruction in advanced procedures, 
therapeutics, and medical eye care. 

• Developed and implemented a semesterly advanced procedures laboratory experiences for optometric 
externs across the Greater New Orleans area.   

• Provides community care to veterans 
• Encourages high school and college to shadow practice or participate in semester internship to promote 

optometry as a career.  

Residency Program Supervisor | 2020–2025 

Focus: Ocular Disease, Emphasis: Ophthalmic and Refractive Surgery 

• Developed and implemented an ACOE-accredited private practice residency focused on ocular disease 
and ophthalmic laser and surgical eyecare. 

• Created residency standards, curriculum, competencies, policy manuals, and assessment structures. 
• Continually revised program design to align with evolving standards in contemporary optometric 

education and patient care. 
• Served as adjunct faculty affiliated with the Southern College of Optometry. 

NONPROFIT GOVERNANCE & COMMUNITY LEADERSHIP 

Junior League of Greater Covington 

President | 2022–2024 

• Served as chief executive officer of a 250+ member nonprofit organization with oversight of 
governance, strategic planning, budgeting, fundraising, and community partnerships. 

• Directed organizational modernization initiatives involving bylaws revision, policy development, 
governance restructuring, and long-term sustainability planning post-pandemic. 

• Oversaw annual budgeting, financial strategy, donor engagement, operational management, and 
leadership development initiatives. 

• Recruited, trained, and mentored emerging nonprofit leaders while developing leadership transition 
infrastructure for long-term organizational continuity. 

• Represented the organization in civic partnerships, national conferences, nonprofit coalitions, media 
agencies, and public advocacy initiatives. 

• Presented event proposals and proclamations before city councils and parish government.  
• Invited speaker on nonprofit governance, board leadership, and community engagement  
• Paid of headquarter mortgage and reinvested finances in passive income CDs laying the groundwork 

for broader investment opportunities and endowment formation.  



 

Additional Leadership Roles 
 

• Finance Committee Advisor | 2024–Present 
• Immediate Past President | 2024-2026 
• President-Elect | 2021–2022 
• Assistant Membership Vice President | 2020–2021 
• New Member Committee | 2019–2020 
•  

Council for a Better Louisiana (CABL) | 2024 

• Selected as one of Louisiana’s emerging statewide leaders for this competitive leadership development 
program, Leadership Louisiana.  

• Participated in strategic policy discussions regarding healthcare, education, infrastructure, economic 
development, and statewide governance. 

EDUCATION & CLINICAL TRAINING 

Southern College of Optometry | Memphis, Tennessee 

Doctor of Optometry | 2015 

Leadership & Distinctions 

• Class President 2011-2015 
• Graduation Commencement Speaker 
• American Optometric Student Association Trustee 
• President, Gold Key International Optometric Honor Society 

Honors & Scholarships 

• Dr. David P. Sloan Memorial Award for Commitment to Service to the Profession and Community 
• National Recipient, Pat C. Cummings Optometric Leadership Scholarship 
• Who’s Who Among American Universities and Colleges 
• Varilux Case Report Grant Winner 
• Multiple academic and alumni scholarships recipient 

Bond Wroten Eye Clinics | Hammond, Louisiana 

Residency in Ocular Disease & Surgical Co-Management | 2015–2016 

• Completed high-volume residency focused on ocular disease, advanced diagnostics, specialty contact 
lenses, and surgical co-management. 

• Trained in YAG and SLT laser procedures, minor ocular surgeries, fluorescein angiography, ophthalmic 
ultrasound, OCT, and visual electrophysiology. 

• Developed specialty scleral lens services and supervised extern educational activities. 
• Selected as a “Best of AOA” Top 5 Poster & CE Presentation at Optometry’s Meeting. 



 

Walter Reed National Military Medical Center | Washington, D.C. 

Clinical Externship | 2015 

• Provided specialty contact lens care, low vision rehabilitation, and binocular vision services for military 
personnel. 

• Participated in National Eye Institute grand rounds and interdisciplinary case presentations. 
• Assisted in care of patients with traumatic brain injury and acquired brain injury. 

Bellarmine University | Louisville, Kentucky 

Bachelor of Arts in Political Science & Communication, Magna Cum Laude | 2011 

• Student Government President 2009-2011 
• Student Liaison to the Board of Trustees 2009-2011 
• Student Government Association, freshman and sophomore class representative  
• Women’s Tennis Team 

 

PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS & COMMUNITY ENGAGEMENT 

• Fellow, American Academy of Optometry (FAAO) 
• Diplomate, American Board of Optometry (ABO) 
• American Society of Optometric Surgeons (ASOS) 
• American Public Health Association (APHA) 
• American Diabetes Association (ADA) 
• National Optometry Association (NOA) 
• American Society of Association Executives (ASAE) 
• Latinos en Optometry 
• Women in Optometry 
• Lions Club International 
• League of Women Voters 
• Ellevate Louisiana Policy Initiative   
• St. Tammany Chamber of Commerce  
• Omicron Delta Kappa 
• Phi Mu Fraternity 

The AOA Foundation | Optometry Cares 

• Ongoing donor to support the philanthropic, grant, and disaster relief efforts of the AOA. 

Scout Vision Awareness Patch Program | Founder, Louisiana Affiliate | 2020–
Present 

• Established Louisiana’s participation in the nationally recognized vision awareness program for youth 
organizations. 

• Coordinates educational programming introducing students to eye health, optics, and careers in 
optometry. 



 

Habitat for Humanity | 2019–Present 

• Volunteer builder and Women Against the Challenges of Housing (W.A.T.C.H.) advisory member 

Girls on the Run | 2018–Present 

• Supports nonprofit youth programming focused on confidence, leadership, and wellness development. 
• Young Professionals Board Member (2020-2022) 

Special Olympics Healthy Athletes | 2016–Present 

• Provides eye health screenings and vision care services for athletes 

HONORS & RECOGNITION 

• Optometry Association of Louisiana OD of the Year | 2025 
• Theia Award of Excellence, Young OD of the Year | 2025 
• Association of Junior Leagues International 40 Under 40 | 2024 
• American Optometric Association Young Optometrist of the Year | 2023 
• Optometry Association of Louisiana President’s Award for Service | 2023 
• Optometry Association of Louisiana Young Optometrist of the Year | 2022 
• Northshore 40 Under 40 | 2022 

PRESENTATIONS, PUBLICATIONS & MEDIA 

Selected Presentations 

• “Our Favorite Cases This Year: OAL Board Edition” | OAL MidWinter Meeting | 2025 
• “Headaches of the Heart: A Connection Between Migraines and a Patent Foramen Ovale” | Optometry’s 

Meeting | 2022 
• “An Exponential Increase in Cutaneous Ocular Herpetic Reactivation Following SARS-COV-2 Variant 

Spike and Natural Disaster in Southeast Louisiana” | SECO | 2022 
• “The New Toxic Maculopathy Every Eye Doctor Needs to Know” | American Academy of Optometry | 

2021 
• “When the Eye Can’t See: Don’t Forget the Retina in Traumatic Uveitis” | Optometry’s Meeting | 2020 
• “The Cat’s Out of the Bag: Serial Analysis of Neuroretinitis through Spectral Domain OCT and 

Humphrey Visual Field Assessment” | Optometry’s Meeting | 2016 

Selected Publications & Media 

• AOA Focus — “Intentional Leadership” | 2024 
• Eyecare Business — “The EB Questionnaire” | 2023 
• Optometric Office VIEWPOINTS — “Answering Optometry’s Legislative Call” | 2014 
• Contributor, AOSA Foresight & SCO Student Life Blog | 20011-2015 

STATE LICENSURE 

Louisiana     |  Tennessee   | Kentucky  
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Personal 
 
1.a. Why do you want to continue to serve as an AOA trustee? 

When I first ran for the AOA Board of Trustees, I believed my experience outside 
optometry in nonprofit governance and strategic planning would strengthen the AOA 
Board’s ability to advance optometry, empower leaders, and protect our profession. But 
very quickly during my initial campaign, I realized my trusteeship represented something 
larger for the profession: a new generational perspective. I represent optometrists thinking 
not only about the realities of practice today, but about the relevance, strength, and 
sustainability of our profession 10, 20, and even 30 years from now, years I still plan to 
be practicing optometry.   

I have actively practiced advanced procedures and full-scope medical optometry, since 
day one. I understand where our profession is today clinically, it’s not hypothetical, and I 
bring real-world reality to the advancement of scope modernization and contemporary 
optometry. Now, my sights are focused on where optometry must go next, and the 
disrupters at every corner. Optometry is evolving quickly, and I believe the AOA needs 
leaders who not only understand that transformation, and who are living it, and who can 
help communicate optometry as THE primary eye care providers.  

One of my greatest strengths as a Trustee is my ability to connect across generations 
and across career stages, from prospective students and young doctors to seasoned 
practitioners, and beyond. I understand the hopes, anxieties, and aspirations that exist 
throughout our entire professional lifecycle, and I believe that perspective helps me 
advocate in a way that is inclusive and future-focused. I am proud to help represent that 
voice at the national level with enthusiasm, action, and advocacy. Whether speaking with 
legislators, affiliate leaders, students, industry partners, medical providers, AOA staff, and 
the public I strive to communicate the strength, professionalism, and potential of 
optometry.  

Lastly, it’s been particularly meaningful this past year to collaborate closely with fellow 
trustees whose mentorship, experience, and willingness to invest in me as a leader have 
been incredibly impactful. I believe one of the Board’s greatest strengths will continue to 
be its ability to bring together different perspectives, career stages, and leadership styles 
in a way that strengthens decision-making to ultimately benefits the profession as a 
whole. I have genuinely appreciated the encouragement and appreciation many trustees 
have shown toward the perspective I bring as an early/mid-career optometrist. I know our 
work being done today will shape the opportunities available for the next generation of 
optometrists, and I consider it a privilege to contribute to that future for us all. 
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1.b. How will you manage the significant time and travel commitment that will be 
required of you as an officer or trustee of the AOA? 

Throughout the year, this has been one of my favorite questions when asked! The time 
and travel commitment required of AOA leadership is significant, but it is also something 
I have prepared for… 

From the very beginning of my career at Louisiana Family Eyecare, I was transparent that 
leadership and advocacy would always be an important part of my professional identity 
alongside patient care; they simply don’t exist separate of each other. Over the past 
decade, I have balanced clinical responsibilities with extensive involvement in state and 
national leadership, legislative advocacy, community engagement, and nonprofit 
governance. In many ways, serving on the AOA Board of Trustees has been a natural 
continuation of the leadership trajectory I have already built. 

Leadership requires discipline, organization, and intentionality. I work hard to remain fully 
present both in my clinical responsibilities and in my trustee responsibilities, and I have 
learned how to manage competing priorities efficiently, because this work truly energizes 
me. Leadership does not distract from my career in optometry—it’s an extension of why I 
chose this profession in the first place: to be of service to my community.  

Importantly, I have an extraordinary support system around me. My practice partners, 
staff team, externs, colleagues, family and friends understand how meaningful this work 
is to me and how important organized optometry is to the future of patient care and our 
profession. They have been incredibly supportive in helping me navigate the 
responsibilities that come with all my leadership endeavors, and that support has 
continued now that I serve as an AOA Trustee.  

1.c. How would your colleagues describe you? 

I believe my colleagues would describe me as deeply committed to my responsibilities as 
a leader, speaking with conviction, and leading with integrity. Many jokingly refer to me 
as the ‘investigator’ because I am often the person willing to thoroughly research and 
examine every dimension of an issue before action is taken. I believe thoughtful 
leadership requires understanding not only the immediate issue at hand, but also the 
broader legal, legislative, political, and organizational implications surrounding it. That 
investigative research that has not only helped us prep legislators for opposition testimony 
but also prepared ourselves to remain steady in challenging conversations without being 
caught off guard. 

In fact, my colleagues would describe me as a steady ship during rough waters. I am 
adaptable in high-pressure situations by staying solutions-oriented and optimistic, and I 
work hard to de-escalate challenges by listening carefully, understanding motivations, 
mitigating risk, and helping move people toward a positive outcome together (see my 
response to question 3.b). And while leadership has required me and my team to make 
difficult decisions at times, my colleagues will say I still lead with empathy by critically 
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considering how our decisions may be experienced by the people on the other side of 
them. 

Finally, in Louisiana we have the word ‘lagniappe,’ meaning a little something extra. My 
colleagues would say I embody lagniappe because I am willing to go the extra mile, put 
in the extra effort, and bring the extra energy needed to elevate a project, our profession, 
and our association. To me, leadership is not simply about being good stewards of an 
organization, but it is about helping people believe in something more… a bigger future 
for what optometry can achieve…and to believe in a little something extra.  

 

Organizational, Experience, and Attitudes 
 
2.a. How would you describe your leadership style?  

My leadership style is highly intentional and reflective. I think constantly about how 
leadership reflects not only on an individual or board, but on the organization and 
profession as a whole. I am well aware when you serve at the highest level of an 
organization, every action is up from scrutiny, and I take that seriously. Therefore, I am 
thoughtful about the Board’s presentation, tone, messaging, and decision-making while 
understanding where the AOA has been, where it stands today, and where it must go in 
the future. I care deeply about ensuring our profession is represented with credibility, 
belonging, optimism, and the highest level of professionalism. 

I’m often described in both leadership and social circles as the diplomat, and I have 
embraced that leadership style. I do not avoid conflict. On the contrary, I believe 
responsible leadership requires the ability to navigate difficult situations thoughtfully and 
constructively. I have seen first-hand how conflict, when handled appropriately, can lead 
to organizational growth, stronger relationships, and greater member trust. I have also 
seen poor leadership decisions fracture the potential of a project or organization.  
Therefore, I work to be an immersive leader who contemplates the full landscape of an 
issue, carefully considering risks, perspectives, and potential outcomes. I also believe 
strongly in seeking insight beyond my own experiences, in order to build teamwork and 
consensus toward reasonable, strategic solutions. 

Even more, a defining aspect of my leadership philosophy is succession planning and 
leadership development. While I strive to inspire others, I also believe leadership carries 
a responsibility to prepare the next generation to succeed. Leadership shouldn’t be a 
scavenger hunt, but all too many times, we’ve all stepped into a leadership role without 
much direction. Therefore, every leadership role I have held has focused on creating 
sustainability once I’m no longer in my role and leaving the organization stronger than it 
began. To me, leadership is not about title or spotlight, it’s about ensuring the light 
remains on for the next person called to lead. 
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2.b What steps do you take when making decisions? 

When making decisions, I believe it is important to first fully understand the details of an 
issue before rushing toward a conclusion. Before I plan, I seek to hear differing 
viewpoints, assess potential risks carefully, and consider both the immediate and long-
term implications a decision may have on the organization, the profession, and the 
membership we serve. 

I also think critically about organizational trust, political realities, and how decisions will 
be communicated and perceived externally. Leadership decisions do not occur in a 
vacuum, and I believe responsible governance requires thoughtful consideration of 
perception and recognizing trust is continually earned and not guaranteed. Throughout 
that process, I work hard to remain thoughtful, focused on solutions, and guided by the 
mission of the association rather than individual interests or emotions. 

When navigating more transformative or controversial decisions, I believe strongly in 
collaborative and informed leadership. In addition to historical context and institutional 
knowledge, I actively pursue guidance from legal counsel, subject matter experts, and 
individuals directly impacted by the issue at hand. I believe the strongest decisions are 
those built upon credible information, diverse perspectives, and careful vetting rather than 
assumptions or reactions. 

Ultimately, I recognize that serving as an AOA Trustee carries both privilege and 
responsibility. Trustees are entrusted to make difficult decisions on behalf of the 
profession, even when those decisions may not always be easy. Because of that, I 
approach decision-making with a strong sense of stewardship, continually asking whether 
a decision strengthens trust, advances the profession responsibly, and reflects the values 
and mission of the association. I strive to make decisions that are thoughtful, transparent, 
sustainable, and grounded in the long-term success of the association, while also 
fostering that same sense of stewardship and responsibility among my fellow trustees. 
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Professional Status 
 

3.a. Describe how your practice experience will bring a unique perspective to the 
Board. 

 
My practice experience brings a unique perspective to the Board because I represent a 
generation of optometrists educated to perform contemporary optometry, and since 
graduating optometry school, have had the privilege to practice full-scope optometry from 
the very first day of my career. 
 
I entered the profession at a time when Louisiana had just modernized its scope laws in 
2104, allowing optometrists to practice at the highest level of their education and training. 
While I may not have personally fought those original legislative battles, I was educated 
and trained by my optometry school to clinically preform advanced procedures, and I 
recognize every day that I stand on the shoulders of advocacy giants who made that 
reality possible for doctors like me. Because of their work, I was able to begin my career 
not imagining the what ifs of scope advancement, but actively living it through patient 
care, advanced procedures, medical management, and collaborative healthcare delivery. 
 
That perspective has shaped how I serve as an AOA Trustee. Over the past year, I have 
eagerly worked to represent scope modernization not as a hypothetical future for 
optometry, but as a present reality that is already improving patient access and 
strengthening collaborative care in states like Louisiana. Whether it was with New Mexico, 
or through my role as Liaison Trustee in the northeast, I had the opportunity to support 
affiliates as they pursued modernization efforts of their own. In both written and in-person 
testimony, I was able to present contemporary optometry with firsthand clinical experience 
caring for patients in a fully modernized practice environment for the past decade. 

 
Beyond clinical practice itself, that perspective has influenced how I approach board 
service and the future of organized optometry. I believe one of the Board’s responsibilities 
is helping ensure the profession remains relevant, adaptable, and future-focused for the 
next generation of doctors. Living the reality of scope allows me to serve as an authentic 
voice to share the value of contemporary optometric care to the public and policymakers. 
Beyond scope, I can use my time as a trustee focused on other association goals 
including modernizing member engagement strategies, AI adoption and regulation in 
optometry, and working to maintain optometry’s identity in an ever-consolidating health 
care ecosystem.  
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3.b. Provide an example of how you’ve overcome a challenge or adversity. 
 

One of the most significant leadership challenges I faced in optometry involved helping 
guide the Optometry Association of Louisiana through a four-year period of intense 
organizational, legal, and legislative adversity initiated by the state optometry regulatory 
board.   
 
At the time, our association faced a coordinated effort by several rogue state board 
members that threatened both the OAL’s credibility and organized optometry’s long-held 
respect in the state legislature. Public accusations were made suggesting the association 
intentionally excluded minority voices from leadership, suggested the OAL comingled 
expenses and illegally used public money allocated to the state board, while other broader 
regulatory proposals sought to diminish the OAL’s role as a continuing education provider 
and weaken optometry’s autonomy within the state regulatory structure. To make matters 
even more controversial, both organizations had lawsuits and countersuits against each 
other. These accusations and proposals created both internal and external crises that 
required thoughtful leadership, strategic communication, and significant relationship-
building. 
 
What made the situation especially challenging was that our leadership team was 
simultaneously navigating major organizational transition, including onboarding a new 
executive director, developing a young board with little institutional knowledge, and 
rebuilding internal membership trust and stability post-pandemic. Rather than responding 
emotionally or defensively, our board committed to approaching the challenges by taking 
the high road at every turn, promoting transparency, and remaining steadfast in defending 
the integrity of our association. We focused on listening carefully, investigating the web 
of personal grievances against the association by the state board member, rebuilding 
credibility with legislators, and worked to keep morale up with the OAL Board, and our 
membership, by correcting misinformation with facts and sharing updates as quickly as 
possible.  
 
During a highly contentious legislative hearing, I spoke candidly about belonging, 
representation, and the mistruths being promulgated by individuals who mirrored the 
exact claims against the association. It was in delivering that testimony with spirited 
conviction that helped shift the tone of the debate from accusation and division toward 
listening to the association. Ultimately, the OAL was able to work directly with legislators 
to help rewrite the state board-initiated statutes in a way that expanded transparency, 
preserved regulatory autonomy, and strengthened broader access to continuing 
education opportunities, essentially flipping the legislators to be pro-optometry, pro-
association, and returning skeptical legislators in champions for optometry. Ultimately, 
the OAL was publicly vindicated, our reputation stronger than ever, and the rogue state 
board members dismissed by the Governor, who in his first term, quickly became a 
champion for optometry too! 
 
Most importantly, the experience reinforced for me that leadership during adversity is not 
about reacting to conflict, it is about remaining steady and principled even in difficult 
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moments. While outcomes are never guaranteed, I remain deeply proud that our krewe 
of new leaders navigated that period with integrity, professionalism, and an unwavering 
commitment to protect the profession, to be legislate with integrity, and to build the trust 
of our membership. 

 
3.c. What accomplishment are you most proud of? 
 
One accomplishment I am especially proud of has been building leadership continuity, 
mentorship, and succession plans within every organization I have served. 
 
Throughout my leadership journey, I have intentionally created manuals, or guidebooks 
as I like to call them, designed to make leadership transitions stronger, smoother, and 
more sustainable for incoming leaders. Within the Optometry Association of Louisiana, I 
helped launch a comprehensive succession planning initiative by developing transition 
guidebooks for nearly every major leadership role I held, from society president to 
Immediate Past President, designed to be revised, updated, and passed down from one 
leader to the next. Those materials have since been shared among affiliates, including 
when it was presented at Presidents Council, helping preserve institutional knowledge 
while empowering new leaders with practical guidance, historical context, and a sense of 
where to begin in their own journey.  
 
That same mentality has continued into my service within the AOA. Even during my own 
trustee candidacy, I documented lessons learned to create a Campaign and Elections 
Guidebook for future trustee candidates. This elections guidebook is meant to serve as 
an adjunct to the AOA Candidate Guide, and the elections guide has already been shared 
with multiple affiliates and prospective candidates. Similarly, after completing my first year 
on the AOA Board of Trustees, I have created a First-Year Trustee Guidebook to help 
future incoming trustees navigate the transition into national leadership more confidently 
and effectively in his or her first year.  
 
That succession mindset also is what motivated the development of the OAL Leadership 
Institute and the Vision2025 advocacy campaign, both focused on building meaningful 
pipelines for leadership development, advocacy engagement, and organizational growth. 
One of my favorite Leadership Institute initiatives has been tasked with the creation of an 
immersive ‘escape room’ experience centered around optometry’s history, helping 
emerging leaders better understand our profession’s past, present, and future in a way 
that has been interactive, memorable, and inspirational.  
 
I am proud that the work I’ve been a part of doesn’t end with me, but  can continue through 
Guidebooks and history lessons so an emerging leader can feel more confident and 
prepared for their own leadership journey ahead.  
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Professional Views 
 

4.a. In your opinion, what are the two most important issues which confront 
optometry today? 

In my opinion, the two most important issues confronting optometry today are preserving 
doctor autonomy through VBM accountability, and ensuring optometry’s relevancy in an 
ever-increasingly disruptive healthcare system.  

The first issue is economic and professional sustainability. Across the country, 
optometrists are facing growing pressure from vision plans, stagnant reimbursement, 
administrative burden, and increasing corporate influence over clinical decision-making 
and patient access. These pressures impact not only practice viability, but also doctor 
autonomy, recruitment into the profession, and ultimately the doctor-patient relationship 
itself.  

Through my advocacy work in Louisiana surrounding VBM fair contracting and 
transparency, I have seen firsthand how complex and coordinated these challenges have 
become. Addressing them will require continued national advocacy, stronger legislative 
engagement, strategic coalition-building, and a profession willing to speak more openly 
about the real-world impact these systems have on both doctors and patients. I have sat 
across the table from top vision plan lobby teams, VBM government affairs VPs, and the 
executive director of NAVCP, and I’m ready to continue advocating for optometrists and 
our patients nationally.  

The second issue is ensuring optometry remains relevant. Artificial intelligence, corporate 
healthcare expansion, changing patient expectations, and new healthcare models are 
reshaping eyecare faster than many optometrists are prepared for. At the same time, 
optometry continues facing external efforts to minimize or misunderstand the full scope 
of contemporary optometric care. 

I believe the profession must respond by continuing to strengthen clinical education, 
leadership development, public messaging, and early advocacy engagement. We need 
graduates who are not only clinically prepared, but also want to participate in organized 
advocacy, and understand the value they bring to their communities. Similarly, as 
optometric education continues expanding, we must remain equally focused on 
developing strong pipelines of educators and clinical faculty capable of preparing students 
for the realities of contemporary practice.  

The profession has never lacked talent or capability. With both of these issues, the 
challenge moving forward will be maintaining unity, adaptability, and strong advocacy 
while ensuring optometrists continue shaping the future of eye care by keeping their seat 
at the policy table. 
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4.b. How do you feel you can best personally contribute to your profession as a 
leader of the AOA? 

I believe I can best contribute to the profession as an AOA leader by helping ensure 
optometry remains relevant, respected, and future-focused during one of the most 
transformative periods in our profession’s history. 

The decisions we make today—surrounding scope modernization, technology, artificial 
intelligence, access to care, membership engagement, and healthcare integration—will 
shape the next several decades of optometry. Those changes are already happening in 
real time, often faster than the profession itself can comfortably adapt. As someone who 
still has 30 years of practice ahead of me, this is deeply personal to me. I am not simply 
thinking about the next five years of optometry, but about what this profession must 
become by 2056 and beyond in order to remain strong, independent, and again, relevant.  

I also believe the future of our profession depends heavily on generational leadership and 
engagement. We must continue building meaningful pathways for Millennials, Generation 
Z, and eventually Generation Alpha to see themselves reflected within organized 
optometry and leadership. That means communicating differently, embracing innovation 
thoughtfully, and creating leadership cultures that are welcoming, collaborative, and 
forward-thinking while still respecting the extraordinary advocacy foundation built by the 
generations before us. 

Importantly at this moment, I occupy a rare space within that continuum. I am close 
enough to younger doctors and students in experience to understand their concerns, 
aspirations, and communication styles, while also having been mentored by many of the 
leaders who helped build contemporary optometry into what it is today. That duality allows 
me to serve as both a bridge and an advocate—someone deeply respectful of our history 
but equally committed to ensuring optometry continues moving confidently into the future. 

Ultimately, I want to help ensure that the profession my generation inherits is even 
stronger than the one that was entrusted to us. I believe my role as an AOA leader is not 
only to advocate for optometry as it exists today, but to help strategically position the 
profession to thrive against tomorrow’s challenges and envision new opportunities long 
before they arrive. 
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4.c. What do you feel is the biggest strength and the biggest weakness of the AOA, 
i.e., what do you feel AOA is doing well? What does it need to improve upon? 
 
One of the AOA’s greatest strengths is its staff and institutional expertise. Behind the 
scenes are nearly 80 professionals who help support every aspect of the association—
from cybersecurity, education, meetings, finance, and risk management to industry 
relations, marketing, public relations, and government affairs. Many of these individuals 
are true subject matter experts and institutional historians who quietly keep the 
organization functioning at a very high level while helping the Board translate strategic 
vision into operational reality. 
 
What has impressed me most during my time as Trustee is how deeply committed the 
staff are not only to the success of the AOA, but to the success of optometry as a 
profession. They often work without recognition, yet their expertise, consistency, and 
adaptability are critical to the organization’s long-term stability and growth. 
 
I also believe one of the most important strengths ahead for the AOA is continuing to 
modernize the systems and infrastructure that support both staff and affiliates. A strong 
example of this has been the transition toward a new Association Management System 
(AMS) platform. Having previously served on boards that underwent major AMS 
transitions, I understood both the complexity of the process and the transformational 
potential it could create for communication, analytics, membership engagement, event 
management, and affiliate support. Because of that experience, I was able to help 
advocate among my fellow trustees for the transition in a way that connected long-term 
strategic vision with the practical needs of staff and members alike. I serve on the 
committee now that oversees the new AMS system’s implementation. More importantly, 
it demonstrated to staff that the Board was listening to their operational realities and willing 
to invest in tools that would help them, and ultimately our affiliates and members, to be 
more successful. I believe that type of collaborative modernization will continue making 
the AOA stronger and more unified moving forward. 
 
On the other hand, one of the AOA’s greatest ongoing weaknesses is effectively 
communicating to the public, legislators, and even many patients who today’s Doctor of 
Optometry truly is and the full breadth of care our profession provides. Optometry has 
evolved tremendously over the last several decades, but public perception has not kept 
pace.  
 
That disconnect impacts nearly every area of advocacy. Whether discussing scope 
modernization, patient access, vision plan reform, or healthcare integration, we often 
spend significant time first explaining what optometrists actually do before we can 
meaningfully advance conversations about policy and progress. 
 
That is why I have appreciated the AOA’s growing investment in public relations and 
strategic communication efforts through initiatives such as Eye Deserve More. As Liaison 
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Trustee to the campaign, I have participated in recruiting and vetting content creators, 
evaluating strategic partnerships, and helping ensure the campaign authentically reflects 
contemporary optometric care and resonates with modern audiences. This has included 
expanding optometry’s visibility across social media, digital communities, newsletters, 
blogs, and online platforms that reach audiences ranging from parents and athletes to 
gamers and healthcare-focused communities. 
 
I have also worked closely with our Edelman public relations team to help communicate 
what is most important to optometrists today: ensuring the public understands that 
Doctors of Optometry are medically-trained primary eye care providers who diagnose 
disease, manage chronic conditions, identify systemic health issues, and play an 
increasingly important role within the broader healthcare system. 
 
Yet, I believe one of the most underutilized advocacy tools in optometry remains the exam 
room itself. Every patient encounter is an opportunity to educate patients about the full 
scope and value of optometric care--something I stress to students and new grads! In my 
own practice and community, I have seen firsthand how quickly public perception changes 
when patients understand the true depth of what optometrists do. Long-term, I believe 
strengthening public understanding of contemporary optometry will remain one of the 
most important priorities for the future success of both the AOA and the profession. 
 
 
 
4.d. How do you feel you can best fulfill the mission statement of the AOA? 

 
I believe I best fulfill the mission of the AOA by living it daily through advocacy, service, 
leadership development, and patient care. 
 
Whether through legislative advocacy, organizational leadership, externship 
preceptorship, grassroots engagement, or direct patient care, my career has consistently 
been to strengthen optometry while expanding access and opportunity for both doctors 
and patients. 
 
I believe strongly that membership engagement must remain central to that mission 
because our members are our mission. Organized optometry is most effective when 
doctors feel connected, represented, and empowered to participate in shaping the future 
of the profession. As a leader, I try to create that sense of belonging through 
approachable, enthusiastic, and collaborative leadership while helping members see that 
their voice and involvement truly matter. 
 
Advocacy is also one of the most important ways I contribute to fulfilling the AOA mission. 
By combining both strategy and storytelling my advocacy approach has helped 
policymakers understand not only the technical aspects of legislation, but the real human 
impact optometrists have on their patients and communities every day. 
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At the same time, I believe serving doctors also means building systems and 
infrastructure that allow them to thrive long-term. Throughout my leadership roles, I have 
worked to strengthen governance structures, modernize organizational processes, 
develop leadership pipelines, and create resources that better support future leaders and 
members from the affiliate level and up. Much of that work has centered around helping 
organizations become more sustainable, unified, and adaptable in times of change, and 
my work on the AOA Board will continue to build on those systems.  
 
Finally, I believe fulfilling the AOA mission ultimately comes back to protecting and 
strengthening the doctor-patient relationship. Whether through public outreach, legislative 
efforts, or community eye health initiatives, I have always believed optometry succeeds 
when doctors are supported and patients receive accessible, high-quality, eye care.  
 
To me, the mission of the AOA is not simply a statement—it is a responsibility. It is the 
responsibility to advocate boldly for the profession, support the doctors who serve within 
it, and ensure the public understands and benefits from the full value of contemporary 
optometric care. 
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SHANE A. FOSTER, OD, FAAO 

Office Address 

14 University Estates Blvd, Suite 100 

Athens, OH 45701 

740.594.2271 

foster@athenseyecare.com 

Home Address 

8180 N. Longview Heights 

Athens, Ohio  45701 

740.856.2957 

ShaneFosterOD@gmail.com   

EDUCATION 

O.D. Doctor of Optometry  June 2008 

The Ohio State University College of Optometry 

Cum laude 

B.S. Biological Sciences  June 2004 

Ohio University 

Cum laude 

B.A. Ohio University June 2004 

Spanish 

Cum laude 

PROFESSIONAL EXPERIENCE 

Athens Eye Care, LLC – Athens, Ohio June 2008 – Present 

Owner / Optometrist 

• Owner of a private optometric practice employing three doctors and 10+ support staff

• Provides full scope optometric care, including contact lenses, ocular disease management,

pediatrics, and emergency care

• Special interest in children’s vision, specialty contact lenses, and ocular disease

• Practice was formerly known as Drs. Quinn, Foster & Associates

Hocking Hills Eye Care, LLC – Logan, Ohio September 2020 – Present 

Owner / Optometrist 

• Owner of a rural private optometric practice employing three doctors and 3 support staff

• Provides full scope optometric care, including contact lenses, ocular disease management,

pediatrics, and emergency care

• This practice location provides care to many underserved patients, including many patients

covered by Medicaid and Medicaid managed care

Capitol Eyes, LLC – Columbus, Ohio October 2023 – Present 

Owner / Optometrist 

• Owner of a boutique optometric practice employing one doctor and one licensed optician

• Provides optometric care in downtown Columbus, including contact lenses, ocular disease

management, pediatrics, and emergency care
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Ohio State University College of Optometry – Columbus, Ohio May 2017 – Present 

Clinical Assistant Professor of Practice 

• Serves as a clinical preceptor to fourth year optometry students in their advanced practice 

externship and primary care externship 

• Chief preceptor for Athens Eye Care externship site 

 

Vision Source – Kingwood, Texas June 2020 – Present 

Regional Administrator, Ohio River Region 

• Manages the Ohio River Region for Vision Source 

• Guides a group of twenty member doctors to help them better utilize member benefits, 

clinical protocols, member pricing, and practice management tools to grow their businesses 

• Liaison between Vision Source corporate headquarters and local member doctors 

• Works to generate leads for potential new member doctors 

• Coordinates with vendor partners for meeting sponsorship and regional programming 

 

Vision Source – Kingwood, Texas August 2022 – Present 

Regional Administrator (Interim), Dayton Ohio Region 

• Co-Administrator of the Dayton Ohio Vision Source region 

• Works to promote engagement in Vision Source programs and increase utilization of Vision 

Source vendors among member practices of this region 

• Liaison between Vision Source corporate headquarters and local member doctors 

• Works to generate leads for potential new member doctors 

• Coordinates with vendor partners for meeting sponsorship and regional programming 

 

Vision to Learn – Los Angeles, California October 2022 – Present 

Chair, Ohio Advisory Board 

• Recruited members of the inaugural Ohio Advisory Board for Vision to Learn 

• Provides oversight of Vision to Learn’s charitable eye exam programs within Ohio 

• Works on strategic planning, fundraising, and problem-solving 

 

Ohio University College of Osteopathic Medicine – Athens, Ohio June 2011 – Present 

Adjunct Clinical Associate Professor 

• Serves as a preceptor to osteopathic medical students observing the practice as part of their 

clinical rotations 

 

Vision Source – Kingwood, Texas January 2019 – June 2020 

Business Development Consultant 

• Assisted in cultivating the Vision Source network throughout the country 

• Generated leads for potential new members of the Vision Source network 
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PROFESSIONAL AFFILIATIONS 
 
Ohio Optometric Association Board of Trustees  2014 – 2023  

• President (October 2021 – October 2022) 

• President-Elect (October 2020 – October 2021) 

• Secretary-Treasurer  (October 2019 – October 2020) 

• Trustee  (October 2014 – October 2019) 

• Board Liaison to Membership Committee, Ohio Optometric Foundation, and Realeyes 

 

Ohio Optometric Association 2004 – Present  

• Key OD to State Senator Brian Chavez (2024 – Present) 

• Key OD to State Representative Jay Edwards (2017 – 2024) 

• OOPAC Diamond Contributor 

• Volunteer for Realeyes, the OOA’s classroom based program educating Ohio school children 

on the importance of eye health and safety 

• Finance Committee (2020 – Present; Chair in 2024) 

• Governor, Zone 6  (2013 – 2014) 

• Secretary-Treasurer, Zone 6  (2011 – 2013) 

 

Ohio Optometric Foundation Board of Directors 2017 – Present   

• Board President  (2017 – 2021 and 2023 – Present) 

• Provides oversight of the Ohio Children’s Vision Initiative 

• iSee with Vision to Learn Steering Committee member 

o Collaboration with the Foundation for Appalachian Ohio and Vision to Learn, which 

provides complimentary in-school eye care and eye wear for children in need in 

Appalachian Ohio 

• iSee Program Volunteer, providing free comprehensive eye care and eyewear to Ohio’s at-

risk school children 

 

American Optometric Association 2004 – Present  

• Candidate for Board Trustee (2025 – Present) 

• Change Agent, Myopia Collective (2024 – Present) 

• Member, State Government Relations Committee (January 2023 – Present) 

• Federal Advocacy Representative (FAR) for Ohio (June 2025 – Present) 

• Member, New Technology Committee (January 2020 – December 2022) 

• Keyperson to Senator Jon Husted and Representative Troy Balderson 

• AOA-PAC Visionary Contributor 

• Optometry Cares Contributor 

• InfantSEE Provider 

 

Vision Source 2008 – Present  

• Administrator, Ohio River Region  (2020 – Present) 

• Co-Administrator, Dayton / Southwest Ohio Region  (2022 – Present) 

• Technology Advisory Committee (Feb 2023 – Present) 

• Dry Eye Protocol KOL (2021 – 2022) 

• Business Development Consultant  (2019 – 2020) 
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American Academy of Optometry 2023 – Present  

• Fellowship earned in 2023 

• Faculty, Clinical Investigator Certification Program (Jan 2024 – Present) 

 

College of Optometrists in Vision Development 

• Associate Member 

 
 
RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AS PRINCIPAL INVESTIGATOR 

 
Protocol LT-LEN301-RCT-001 Lentechs, LLC 

Randomized Clinical Trial of APIOC® for Presbyopia versus Currently Marketed Comparator 

Multifocal Designs 

 

Protocol CLEA-3901 Ophtecs Corporation 

Three-month Clinical Evaluation of Cleadew GP Hydra one Disinfection System, a Multipurpose 

Solution for Rigid Gas Permeable (RGP) Lenses 

 
Protocol CLY192-N001 Alcon Research LLC 

Nelfilcon A Non-Cosmetic Soft Contact Lens Post-Market Clinical Follow-up Study 

 

Protocol OPI-NYXP-302 (VEGA-3) Opus Genetics, Inc. 

Randomized, Double-Masked, Placebo-Controlled, Multicenter, Phase 3 Study of the Efficacy and 

Safety of Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution (POS) 0.75% in Participants With Presbyopia 

 

Protocol CLA939-N001 Alcon Research LLC 

Lotrafilcon B Cosmetic Contact Lenses with Refractive Powers Post-Market Clinical Follow-up 

Study 

 

Protocol CLD265-N003 Alcon Research LLC 

Air Optix Night and Day Aqua Continuous Wear – Retrospective, multicenter, open-label, 

nonsignificant risk, real world evidence study for subjects wearing Air Optix Night and Day Aqua 

(AONDA; lotrafilcon A) Contact Lenses or PureVision2 CL worn as 30 days of continuous wear 

(CW), over a period of approximately 3 years 

 

Protocol INV-102-CS-002 Invirsa, Inc. 

Phase 2, Multicenter, Randomized, Double-Masked, Vehicle-Controlled Study of INV-102 

Ophthalmic Solution in Patients With Acute Infectious Keratoconjunctivitis 

 

Protocol CPRO-2304-001 SightGlass Vision, Inc. 

Efficacy in Controlling Myopia in Young Children using DOT 0.2 Spectacle Lenses 

(EUCALYPTUS) 

 

Protocol 22001 Bruno Vision Care, LLC 

A Randomized, Active-Controlled, Open-Label Study to Evaluate the Clinical Performance of 

Deseyne (vifilcon C) Daily Disposable Soft Contact Lens 
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Protocol OPI-NYXP-301 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Randomized, Double-Masked, Placebo-Controlled, Multicenter, Phase 3 Study of the Safety and 

Efficacy of Nyxol (Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution 0.75%) as a Single Agent and With 

Adjunctive Low-Dose Pilocarpine Hydrochloride Ophthalmic Solution 0.4% in Subjects With 

Presbyopia 

 

Protocol EX-MKTG-144 Coopervision, Inc. 

Performance Evaluation of Different Daily Disposable Multifocal Contact Lenses 

 

Protocol PAS001/BC (CV-20-02) Coopervision, Inc. 

MiSight® 1 Day Post-Approval Study for Effectiveness and Visual Symptoms 

 

Protocol FI220115 Innovega, Inc. 

Evaluation of the Innovega SE360 Silicone Contact Lenses (lemafocon A) Compared to the 

Synergeyes Duette Single Vision SiH (petrafocon A hemlarafilcon A) HYBRID CONTACT 

LENSES FOR DAILY WEAR Contact Lenses When Used for Frequent Replacement 

 

Protocol EX-MKTG-129 Coopervision, Inc. 

Evaluation of The Performance of Monthly Replacement Sphere Lens Designs in Habitual Soft 

Contact Lens Wearers 

 

Protocol OPI-NYXRMP-303 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Nyxol (0.75% Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution) to Reverse Pharmacologically-Induced Mydriasis 

in Pediatric Subjects (MIRA-4) 

 

Protocol OPI-NYXRM-302 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Safety and Efficacy of Nyxol (0.75% Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution) to Reverse 

Pharmacologically-Induced Mydriasis (MIRA-3) 

 

Protocol QAD-079 1800 Contacts, Inc. 

Study to Evaluate the Reliability, Validity and Safety of Subjective Mobile Refraction  

 

Protocol EX-MKTG-122 Coopervision, Inc. 

Performance Evaluation of Two Daily Disposable Toric Lens Designs in Habitual Soft Contact Lens 

Wearers 

 

Protocol EX-MKTG-110 Coopervision, Inc. 

Comparing Biofinity Toric Multifocal to Ultra Multifocal for Astigmatism 

 

Protocol EX-MKTG-118 Coopervision, Inc. 

Evaluation of the Performance of Different Daily Disposable Lens Designs in Habitual Soft Contact 

Lens Wearers 

 

Protocol OPI-NYXP-201 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Safety and Efficacy of Nyxol with Pilocarpine Eye Drops in Subjects with Presbyopia 

 

Protocol OPI-NYXRM-301 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Safety and Efficacy of Nyxol (0.75% Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution) to Reverse 

Pharmacologically-Induced Mydriasis 
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Protocol OPI-NYXRM-201 Ocuphire Pharma, Inc. 

Safety and Efficacy of Ophthalmic Phentolamine Mesylate to Reverse Pharmacologically Induced 

Mydriasis 

 

Protocol SDP-4-CS201  Silk Technologies, Ltd. 

Study to Evaluate the Safety and Efficacy of SDP-4 in Subjects With Dry Eye Disease (DED) 

Protocol RVL-1201-203 RVL Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Study of Safety of RVL-1201 in Treatment of Blepharoptosis 

 

Protocol RVL-1201-202 RVL Pharmaceuticals, Inc. 

Study of Safety and Efficacy of RVL-1201 in the Treatment of Blepharoptosis 

 

Protocol ASP-57 Asepticys LLC 

A Safety and Effectiveness Study of a New Multi-Purpose Contact Lens Care Solution 

 

 

 

RESEARCH EXPERIENCE AS SUB-INVESTIGATOR 
 
Served as sub-investigator in clinical trials of contact lenses, lens care solutions, pharmaceuticals, and 

other ophthalmic products for the following companies: 

• Allergan 

• Johnson & Johnson Vision 

• CooperVision 

• Alcon 

• American Medical Optics 

• Menicon 
 
 
PUBLICATIONS 

 
Journal Publications 

 

Pepose JS, Foster S, Pearson C, Brigell M, Charizanis K. Reversal of Pharmacologic 

Mydriasis in Pediatric Subjects with Ryzumvi (0.75% Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution): A 

Post-Hoc Pooled Analysis from Three Randomized, Placebo-Controlled Phase 3 Trials. Clin 

Ophthalmol. 2026;20:1-13. https://doi.org/10.2147/OPTH.S563499 

 

Nichols, Kelly K. OD, MPH, PhD; Malloy, Kelly A. OD, FAAO; Karpecki, Paul M. OD, 

FAAO; Bacharach, Jason MD; Douglas, Raymond S. MD, PhD; Foster, Shane OD; 

Gromacki, Susan J. OD, MS, FAAO; Whitley, Walter O. OD, MBA, FAAO Topical Review 

– An Update of Diagnostic and Management Algorithms for Acquired Blepharoptosis, 

Optometry and Vision Science: January 20, 2022 - Volume - Issue - 

doi: 10.1097/OPX.0000000000001868 
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Wirta DL, Korenfeld MS, Foster S, Smyth-Medina R, Bacharach J, Kannarr SR, Jaros MJ, 

Slonim CB. Safety of Once-Daily Oxymetazoline HCl Ophthalmic Solution, 0.1% in Patients 

with Acquired Blepharoptosis: Results from Four Randomized, Double-Masked Clinical 

Trials. Clin Ophthalmol. 2021;15:4035-4048  https://doi.org/10.2147/OPTH.S322326 

 

Bacharach J, Wirta DL, Smyth-Medina R, Korenfeld MS, Kannarr SR, Foster S, J Jaros M, 

Slonim CB. Rapid and Sustained Eyelid Elevation in Acquired Blepharoptosis with 

Oxymetazoline 0.1%: Randomized Phase 3 Trial Results. Clin Ophthalmol. 2021 Jun 

25;15:2743-2751. doi: 10.2147/OPTH.S306155. PMID: 34211263; PMCID: PMC8240850. 

 

Karpecki PM, Foster SA, Montaquila SM, Kannarr SR, Slonim CB, Meyer AR, Sooch MP, 

Jaber RM, Charizanis K, Yousif JE, Klapman SA, Amin AT, McDonald MB, Horn GD, 

Lazar ES, Pepose JS. Phentolamine Eye Drops Reverse Pharmacologically Induced 

Mydriasis in a Randomized Phase 2b Trial. Optom Vis Sci. 2021 Mar 1;98(3):234-242. doi: 

10.1097/OPX.0000000000001656.PMID: 33633016 

 

Slonim CB, Foster S, Jaros M, Kannarr SR, Korenfeld MS, Smyth-Medina R, Wirta DL. 

Association of Oxymetazoline Hydrochloride, 0.1%, Solution Administration With Visual 

Field in Acquired Ptosis: A Pooled Analysis of 2 Randomized Clinical Trials. JAMA 

Ophthalmol. 2020 Oct 1;138(11):1168–75. doi: 10.1001/jamaophthalmol.2020.3812. Epub 

ahead of print. PMID: 33001144; PMCID: PMC7530825. 

 

Fischer AJ, Foster S, Scott MA, Sherwood P. Transient expression of LIM-domain 

transcription factors is coincident with delayed maturation of photoreceptors in the chicken 

retina. J Comp Neurology. Feb 1;506(4):584-603. 

 

Conference Abstracts and Posters 

 

Foster S, Patel R, Khatri A, Sooch M, Coleman D, Brigell M, Pepose J. MIRA-4 Trial 

Evaluating the Safety and Efficacy of Phentolamine Ophthalmic Solution for Reversal of 

Pharmacologically Induced Mydriasis in Pedatric Subjects Aged 3-11 Years. American 

Academy of Optometry 2022, October 26-29, 2022 

 

Foster S, Lee W, Bacharach J, Jaros M, Douglas R, deVries T. Upper eyelid elevation in 

acquired ptosis with once-daily administration of topical oxymetazoline 0.1%: Subgroup 

analysis based on pre-treatment ptosis severity. American Academy of Optometry, November 

3-6, 2021. 

 

Wirta DL, Korenfeld MS, Smyth-Medina R, Kannarr SR, Foster S, Jaros M, Slonim CB. 

Efficacy and safety of RVL-1201 (oxymetazoline 0.1%) for acquired blepharoptosis: patient 

subgroup analysis from two phase 3 studies. American Academy of Ophthalmology Annual 

Congress, November 13-15, 2020. 

 

Foster S, Jacobs D, deVries T, Jaros M, Slonim CB. Safety profile of a novel oxymetazoline 

hydrochloride ophthalmic solution in development for the treatment of acquired 

blepharoptosis: integrated results from four clinical studies. American Academy of 

Optometry Academy 2020, October 17-22, 2020. 

 

Foster S, Jacobs D, DeVries R, Jaros M, Slonim C. “Safety Profile of a Novel Oxymetazoline 

Hydrochloride Solution in Development for the Treatment of Acquired Blepharoptosis: 

Integrated Results from Two Clinical Studies,” SECO International, March 6, 2020. 
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Silverstein S, Slonim C, Smyth-Medina R, Foster S, deVries T, Jacobs D, Jaros M, Kannarr 

S, Korenfeld M. “Long-Term Safety and Ocular Comfort of Oxymetazoline for the Treatment 

of Acquired Blepharoptosis.” 16th American Academy of Aesthetic Medicine Congress. Nov 

9, 2019. 

 

Slonim C, Korenfeld M, Silverstein S, Smyth-Medina R, Foster S, deVries T, Jacobs D, Jaros 

M, Kannarr S. “Effect of Oxymetazoline on Superior Visual Field and Marginal Reflex 

Distance in Blepharoptosis: Results of a Phase 3 Randomized, Double-Masked, Vehicle-

Controlled Study.” The Academy of Managed Care Pharmacy (AMCP) Nexus. Oct 31, 2019.  

 

Korenfeld MS, Kannarr S, Silverstein S, Smyth-Medina R, Foster S, DeVries T, Jacobs D, 

Jaros M, Slonim C. “Effect of Oxymetazoline on Blepharoptosis: Results of a Phase 3 

Randomized, Double-masked, Placebo-controlled Study,” Proceedings of American 

Academy of Optometry, Oct. 24, 2019. 

 

Slonim C, Korenfeld M, Silverstein S, Smyth-Medina R, Foster S, deVries T, Jacobs D, Jaros 

M, Kannarr S. “Effect of Oxymetazoline on Leicester Peripheral Field Test and Marginal 

Reflex Distance in Blepharoptosis: Results of a Phase 3, Randomized, Double-Masked, 

Placebo-Controlled Study.” American Society of Ophthalmic Plastic & Reconstructive 

Surgery (ASOPRS) Fall Scientific Symposium. October 10, 2019. 

 

Industry Magazine & Online Publications 

 

Foster S. “Clinical Trials Create a Pathway to Affordable Myopia Care.” Review of Myopia 

Management. 17 Mar 2026. https://reviewofmm.com/clinical-trials-create-a-pathway-to-

affordable-myopia-care/  

 

Foster S. “Turn Awareness Into Action for Children’s Vision Health.” Review of Optometric 

Business. 17 Feb 2026. https://reviewob.com/turn-awareness-into-action-for-childrens-vision-

health/  

 

Foster S. “Reimagining predictable, patient-centered care with VisionHQ.” AOA Focus. 13 

Dec 2025. https://www.aoa.org/news/practice-management/perfect-your-

practice/reimagining-predictable-patient-centered-care-with-visionhq  

 

Foster S. “What I Learned About the OD Students Who May Be My Future Associates.” 

Review of Optometric Business. 24 April 2024. https://reviewob.com/what-i-learned-about-

the-od-students-who-may-be-my-future-associates/  

 

Foster S. “How I Maximized Reimbursements & Boosted Staff Efficiency.” Review of 

Optometric Business. 11 Jan 2023. https://reviewob.com/how-i-maximized-reimbursements-

boosted-staff-efficiency/  

 

Foster S. “3 Actions We Took to Keep Patients in CLs & Increase Dry Eye Product Sales 

16.5%.” Review of Optometric Business. 07 December 2022. https://www.reviewob.com/3-

actions-we-took-to-keep-patients-in-cls-increase-dry-eye-product-sales-16-5/  

 

Foster S. “3 Challenges & the Solutions Helping Support Our 24% Per-Patient Revenue 

Increase.” Review of Optometric Business. 10 August 2022. https://www.reviewob.com/3-

challenges-and-solutions-helping-support-our-24-per-patient-revenue-increase/  

 

https://reviewofmm.com/clinical-trials-create-a-pathway-to-affordable-myopia-care/
https://reviewofmm.com/clinical-trials-create-a-pathway-to-affordable-myopia-care/
https://reviewob.com/turn-awareness-into-action-for-childrens-vision-health/
https://reviewob.com/turn-awareness-into-action-for-childrens-vision-health/
https://www.aoa.org/news/practice-management/perfect-your-practice/reimagining-predictable-patient-centered-care-with-visionhq
https://www.aoa.org/news/practice-management/perfect-your-practice/reimagining-predictable-patient-centered-care-with-visionhq
https://reviewob.com/what-i-learned-about-the-od-students-who-may-be-my-future-associates/
https://reviewob.com/what-i-learned-about-the-od-students-who-may-be-my-future-associates/
https://reviewob.com/how-i-maximized-reimbursements-boosted-staff-efficiency/
https://reviewob.com/how-i-maximized-reimbursements-boosted-staff-efficiency/
https://www.reviewob.com/3-actions-we-took-to-keep-patients-in-cls-increase-dry-eye-product-sales-16-5/
https://www.reviewob.com/3-actions-we-took-to-keep-patients-in-cls-increase-dry-eye-product-sales-16-5/
https://www.reviewob.com/3-challenges-and-solutions-helping-support-our-24-per-patient-revenue-increase/
https://www.reviewob.com/3-challenges-and-solutions-helping-support-our-24-per-patient-revenue-increase/
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Foster S. “Seeing is Achieving: Uncovering the Hidden Vision Problems that May Impact 

Student Performance.” American Music Teacher. June/July 2022.  

 

Foster S. “An Introduction to Advocacy.” CooperVision ECP Viewpoints. 19 Aug 2021. 

https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/legislative-advocacy/introduction-

advocacy  

 

Foster S. “Training a best-in-class contact lens staff.” CooperVision ECP Viewpoints. 16 

May 2019. https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/your-

practice%E2%80%8C/training-best-class-contact-lens-staff 
 

Foster S. “Make the Most of Back to School Season in Your Practice.” CooperVision ECP 

Viewpoints. 18 July 2018. https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/for-

your-practice/make-the-most-of-back-to-school-season-in-your-practice 

 

Foster S. “5 Things I Learned at the 2016 Vision Source Exchange.” New Grad Optometry. 

11 Apr 2016. 

 

 

 

PRESENTATIONS AND LECTURES 
 
“Seeing is Achieving: Uncovering the Hidden Vision Problems that May Impact Student 

Performance.” Music Teachers National Association Conference. Chicago, IL. 21 Mar 2026. 

 

“Inclusion Matters: Creating an LGBTQ-Affirming Optometry Practice.” with Jan Huebenthal, Ph.D. 

Optometry’s Meeting. Nashville, TN. 21 Jun 2024. 

 

“Prioritizing Pediatric Eye Care – What You Can Do to Help Improve Educational and Public Health 

Outcomes.” with Erica R. Shelton, OD, MS, FAAO. OSU College of Optometry Winter CE 

Conference. Columbus, OH. 03 Dec 2022. 

 

“Elevating Your Eyelid Practice: Modernizing Your Approach to Ptosis Diagnosis and Management.” 

OSU College of Optometry Summer CE Conference. Columbus, OH. July 30, 2022. 

 

“Eyelid Ptosis: Make the Right Diagnosis.” with Susan Gromacki, OD. American Academy of 

Optometry Best of Boston Online Conference, December 5, 2021. 

 

“Eyelid Ptosis: Make the Right Diagnosis.” with Susan Gromacki, OD. American Academy of 

Optometry, Boston, MA. November 5, 2021. 

 

“New Horizons for Ptosis Treatment.” American Academy of Optometry Vision Theater, Orlando, 

FL. October 25, 2019. 

 

“Finding the Right Fit: An Overview of Contact Lens Options for Astigmatism.” East West Eye 

Conference. Cleveland, OH. 18 Oct 2019. 

 

“Lenses with a ‘Cyl’ of Approval – Contact Lens Options for Astigmatism.” East West Eye 

Conference. Cleveland, OH. 4 Nov 2017. 

 

https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/legislative-advocacy/introduction-advocacy
https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/legislative-advocacy/introduction-advocacy
https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/your-practice%E2%80%8C/training-best-class-contact-lens-staff
https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/your-practice%E2%80%8C/training-best-class-contact-lens-staff
https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/for-your-practice/make-the-most-of-back-to-school-season-in-your-practice
https://coopervision.com/practitioner/ecp-viewpoints/for-your-practice/make-the-most-of-back-to-school-season-in-your-practice
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“The Optical Relay: Mastering the Art of the Baton Pass Between Doctor and Staff.” East West Eye 

Conference, Cleveland, OH. 6 Oct 2016. 

 

 

CONSULTING EXPERIENCE 
 
I have provided consulting services or received honoraria from the following companies: 

• Coopervision, Inc. 

• Vision Source 

• EssilorLuxottica 

• Helix 

• Allergan 

• Ocuphire Pharma 

• RVL Pharmaceutical 
 

 
HONORS AND AWARDS 

 

Optometrist of the Year 2025 

Ohio Optometric Association 

 

Contact Lens Culture Award 2023 

Contact Lens Institute 

 

Early Professional Achievement Award 2023 

The Ohio State University College of Optometry 

 

Best Optometrist 2024 

The Athens News “Best of Athens” Readers’ Choice Awards 

(also received in 2022 & 2023) 

 

Young Professional of the Year 2020 

Athens Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

CooperVision Best Practice 2019 

 

Best Professional Service Provider 2019 

The Athens News “Best of Athens” Readers’ Choice Poll (also received 2016, 2018) 

 

Beta Sigma Kappa Optometric Honor Fraternity 2008 

 

VSP Scholarship in Primary Eye Care Excellence 2008 

 

 
PROFESSIONAL TRAINING 

 
CPR and BLS Certification 

American Heart Association, expires 2026 
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COMMUNITY INVOLVEMENT 
 
Sponsor, Nelsonville Music Festival and Stuart’s Opera House 

 

Sponsor, Passion Works Studio 

 

Member, Athens Area Chamber of Commerce 

 

Leadership Athens County Participant 

Year long leadership and community involvement program for professionals 

 

Member, Shade Community Center 

 

Presenter for Senior Beat 

Senior citizens group at Ohio Health O’Bleness Hospital 

 

 

VOLUNTEER WORK 
 
Ohio Department of Health Vision Advisory Committee – Columbus, Ohio  

Member, December 2019 – Present  

• Serves as an advisor to the Ohio Department of Health on the regulations regarding school 

vision screenings in the state of Ohio 

• Multi-disciplinary panel of advisors in children’s vision, education, and special services 

 

Ohio Department of Education & Workforce State Literacy Team – Columbus, Ohio  

Member, October 2024 – Present  

• Member of a statewide interdisciplinary team charged with examining data sources and 

current progress to measure the success of Ohio’s Plan to Raise Literacy Achievement. 

• Provided recommendations and feedback for revisions to key sections of Ohio’s Plan to 

Raise Literacy Achievement, as well as recommendations for future implementation. 

 

Ohio Department of Health Children’s Vision Strike Force – Columbus, Ohio  

Member, May 2024 – October 2024  

• Appointed by Governor Mike DeWine and Director Dr. Bruce Vanderhoff 

• Serves as a member of a committee tasked with expanding access to children’s vision care to 

ensure that every child in Ohio who needs and eye exam and glasses has access to that care 

• Works alongside cabinet-level Department Directors and eye care experts to scale proven eye 

care delivery models statewide 

 

Ohio University Credit Union Crewson Scholarship Committee – Athens, Ohio 

Volunteer Member, January 2021 - Present 

 

Southeast Ohio Independent News – Athens, Ohio  

Board Member, April 2023 – October 2023  

• Guided the direction of an independent news service who mission is to empower community 

engagement through accessible public service journalism 

• Member of the fundraising committee 
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Ohio University Credit Union Board of Directors – Athens, Ohio  

Board Secretary, 2020-2021 and 2018-2019 

Director, February 2016 – April 2021 

• Guided the strategic plan of the credit union and provided oversight of the CEO 

 

Ohio University Credit Union Financial Services Board of Directors – Athens, Ohio 

Director, April 2016 – April 2018 

• Gave oversight to the strategic plan of the for-profit arm of the Ohio University Credit Union 

• Credit Union Service Organization deals with financial planning, investments, tax 

preparation, and accounting services 

 
LANGUAGES 

 
English: Native Language 

 

Spanish: Intermediate Listener, Speaker, Reading, and Writing 

 



Steven P. Eiss, O.D. 
5674 Keith Lane, Emmaus, PA 18049 
610-248-0576  asiaeiss@ptd.net

Education: 

Doctor of Optometry, May 1995 
Pennsylvania College of Optometry, Philadelphia, PA 

Bachelor of Science – Visual Science, May 1992 
Pennsylvania College of Optometry, Philadelphia, PA 

Bachelor of Science, cum laude – Biology, May 1991 
Muhlenberg College, Allentown, PA 

Clinical Experience: 

Veterans Administration Outpatient Clinic, Allentown, PA – 09/94 to 11/94 

Marc Berson, O.D. , Private Practice, Allentown, PA – 12/94 to 02/95 

Pediatrics/Low Vision Clinic, The Eye Institute, Philadelphia, PA – 03/95 to 05/95 

Academic Honors and Activities: 
Muhlenberg College: 
Tutor, Calculus Workshop – 1988-1990 
Vice President, Sigma Phi Epsilon Fratenity, Penn Iota Chapter 

Pennsylvania College of Optometry: 
American Optometric Student Association 
Pennsylvania Optometric Student Society 
Treasurer, Student Council 
Clinical Honors – Primary Care Module 1 The Eye Institute 
Clinical Honors – Veterans Administration Outpatient Clinic, Allentown 

Work History: 

Eyecare Of The Valley, P.C., Pennsburg, PA  2002 to Present 
Owner and optometrist 
Opened second location in Emmaus, PA in 2008. 
Added third location, an ophthalmology practice in Quakertown, PA, in 2012 
Is currently the primary managing partner for all three locations. 

Geryville Eye Associates, P.C., Pennsburg, PA 1995 to 2002 
Optometrist and partner 

mailto:asiaeiss@ptd.net


Created Eyecare of the Valley in 2002 with the purchase and merger of the Eye Shoppe. 
 
F. Joseph Werner, O.D. and Sara E. Pike, O.D., Whitehall, PA  1995 to 2004 
Employed as a part time optometrist associated with Sears Optical. 
 
Professional Organizations and Community Service: 
 
American Optometric Association, member 1995 to present 
Third Party Center Executive Committee, 2013 to present, chair 2016 to 2026. 
Advocacy Executive Committee, 2016 to 2026 
Nominating Committee Alternate, 2021 
AOA President’s Award, 2021 
AOA Payer Advocacy Award, 2022 
  
Pennsylvania Optometric Association, member 1995 to present 
Board of Directors, Trustee, 2011 to 2018 
        Secretary Treasurer, 2013 
        President- Elect, 2016 
        President, 2017 
        Immediate Past President, 2018 
Communications committee member, 2003-2005 
Public Relations Committee chair, 2005-2009 
Third Party Center Committee, 2010 to present, chair 2024 to 2026 
Legislative Affairs Committee, 2019 
AOAPAC chair for POA, 2016, 2018-present 
AOAFAR Rep, 2021-present 
Nominating and Evaluating Committee, 2020-2025 
POA Optometrist of the Year – 2010 
POA Merit Award – 2020 
Dr. Jerry Davidoff Memorial Award - 2025 
 
Bucks-Montgomery Optometric Society, member 1995 to present 
Board of Directors, 2001-present 
Treasurer, 2002-2005 
Vice-President, 2006-2007 
President, 2008-2009 
Optometrist of the Year – 2010 & 2017 
 
National Board of Examiners in Optometry 
Examiner: April & August 2001, April 2002, 2003, & 2004. 
Senior Examiner: August 2002, April 2005, 2007, 2008, 2009, 2010 & 2011 
 
American Board of Optometry, Diplomate  2014 
 
Medicare Carrier Advisory Committee Jurisdiction L, member 2012 to present 
 
 



State Innovation Healthcare Model Workgroup  
Pennsylvania Department of Health, Payment Methodology Workgroup 
2013 
 
 
Community Ambulance Service, Green Lane, PA 
Executive Board, 1999 to 2006 
Treasurer, 2001 to 2006 
 
Green Lane – Marlboro Lions Club, member 2001 to present 
President, 2005 to 2006 
 
Zion Lutheran Church, Zionsville, PA 
Church Council, 2015-present 
 
 
 
 
Lectures: 
 
A Common Sense Approach to Medical Billing and Coding: Keep Your Eye on the Ball 
Vision Expo East, 2015 
Vision Expo East, 2016 
Vision Expo East, 2017 
Vision Expo East, 2018 
Vision Expo East, 2019 
Optometric Education Consultants, Nov. 2020 
POA On-Line Lecture, Dec. 2020 
WVAOP Ski-E, 2023 
POA Fall Meeting, 2023 
 
Billing and Coding Case Studies 
Vision Expo East, 2018 
Vision Expo East, 2019 
WVAOP Ski-E, 2023 
 
Contracting Strategies for Modern Practices 
AOA on Capitol Hill, 2025 
WSOP Lunch and Learn, 2025 
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