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VSP Vision email response to AOA Board of Trustees Feb. 23 inquiry. 

 

 
 
“Dear Dr. Reed and AOA Trustees, 

I am writing in response to your letter dated February 24 regarding VSP Vision’s position on the 
essential role of optometrists in vision care and the healthcare system. 

For 70 years, VSP Vision has been a purpose-driven company, deeply committed to the long- 
term health of our members and the success of the optometry profession. While our work 
continually evolves, one aspect of our business remains unchanged: our dedication to optometry, 
particularly private practice optometry. 

We demonstrate this commitment through our ongoing investments aimed at advancing the 
profession, including most recently: 

• Supporting patient flow. Recognizing the critical connection between vision care and 
overall health, VSP encourages our members to visit a VSP network doctor. In 2024, 14.4 
million VSP members visited a VSP network private practice location, leading to 21.4 
million claims and $4.8 billion paid to optometry practices. 

 
• Delivering financial value to private practice doctors. Through the Professional Eye 

Care Associates of America (PECAA), the VSP Vision Exam Rebate has benefited over 
2,100 practices, providing more than $33 million for the care they deliver to VSP 
patients. The rebate extends through 2025. 

 
• Supporting optometry’s next generation. VSP has invested more than $4 million in 

scholarships for aspiring eye doctors, and we’ve committed nearly $10 million in debt 
relief for selected ODs who choose to work in underserved communities where vision 
care is needed most. 

 
• Regional education and training. VSP helps simplify practice management and enhance 

profitability by providing regional education and training, including Essential Medical 
Eye Care and Coordination of Benefits, to VSP network doctors nationwide. 

 
• Expanding access to care. Through VSP Eyes of Hope, our mobile clinics are marking 

20-years of partnering with VSP network doctors to bring essential no-cost eye care 
services directly to individuals in need. This program, a collaboration between volunteer VSP 
network doctors, community organizations and VSP employees has helped more than 4 million 
people gain access to care. 

We remain invested in the success of all optometrists and to continuing discussions with your 



organization as we look for opportunities to further support the profession.” 
 
 
Sincerely, 

Michelle Skinner 
Chief Provider & Industry Solutions Officer, VSP Vision 


