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WHAT IS AN OPTOMETRIST?

Doctors of optometry are (INSERT STATE) largest eye care profession, serving patients in (INSERT NUMBER) of (INSERT STATE) counties.  In many of these counties, they are the only eye doctors.

Optometrists provide a wide range of care to Idaho’s residents

· Detect and diagnose eye diseases such as glaucoma, cataracts, retinal disorders, lid disorders, and infections such as conjunctivitis.

· Prescribe medication to treat eye diseases.

· Evaluate and treat vision conditions 

· Perform minor surgical procedures such as removing foreign objects from the eye.

· Provide pre- and post-operative care, especially for glaucoma, laser, refractive, and cataract patients.

· Are trained to recognize critical health issues, such as diabetes and hypertension, while examining the eye.

What kind of education does an optometrist have?

· Prior to admittance into optometry school, optometrists complete four years of undergraduate study, resulting in a bachelor's degree.

· After attending a university or college for their bachelor’s degree, optometry students concentrate specifically on the structure, function and disorders of the eye for 4 additional years during their graduate education to earn their doctoral degree.

· While concentrating on the eye and visual system, optometrists also study systemic health in courses such as human anatomy, biochemistry, pharmacology and physiology that allow them to understand how a patient's overall medical condition relates to the eyes.

How does an optometrist keep up with changing technology?

· In addition to their formal training, all optometrists participate in ongoing continuing education courses to stay current on the latest standards of care and to maintain their licenses to practice.
· Optometry is one of the only doctoral-level health care professions to require continuing education in every state for license renewal.

What is the difference between an optometrist and an ophthalmologist?

· An Optometrist, Doctor of optometry (OD) is the primary health care professional for the eye. Optometrists examine, diagnose, treat, and manage diseases, injuries, and disorders of the visual system, the eye, and associated structures as well as identify related systemic conditions affecting the eye.
· An Ophthalmologist (MD) specializes in the surgical care of the eye and visual system.
· Optometrists and Ophthalmologists work together to provide the best possible eye and vision care for (INSERT STATE) citizens. 
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