ACOE’s Advisory Statement on Temporary Flexibilities for Professional Optometric
Degree Programs regarding modifications to program established curriculum
requirements, program length, use of distance learning, and complying with ACOE
standard 2.10.2.1 re: externship site visits by the program—June 27, 2020
Schools and colleges of optometry are allowed temporary flexibility to modify program-dictated
curriculum requirements, as long as the program still ensures the competence of the students
and continues to comply with professional optometric degree program standards. Programs
must consider the impact of curricular changes on graduate’s eligibility for licensure.
Schools and colleges of optometry are permitted temporary flexibility to modify the length of the
professional optometric degree program if the program continues to meet the requirement of at
least four academic years of equivalent instruction and ensures the competence of graduates.
The U.S. Department of Education has approved the continued use of distance learning for the
start of the next academic session and through December 31, 2020 due to continued challenges
resulting from the novel coronavirus disease (COVID-19) pandemic. The ACOE authorizes
professional optometric degree programs to offer education through distance learning on a
temporary basis to allow programs to comply with federal, state and local directives concerning
the COVID-19 pandemic. If a program should decide to continue using distance learning for the
future as part of their curricula, the ACOE will require the program to seek and obtain approval
of the continued offering of coursework through distance learning. The Council would consider
the continued offering of course work to be a substantive change, and programs are required to
notify ACOE for consideration of approval prior to continued implementation. If the USDE
extends the waiver beyond December 31, 2020, the ACOE will continue to authorize
professional optometric degree programs to offer education through distance learning for the
period of time authorized by the USDE.
Regarding the section of Standard 2.10.2.1 that states “Each site must be visited by personnel
designated by the program within one year of placement of the first extern(s)…”, in those
instances where a site must be visited by December 31, 2020 to meet this section of the
standard, the program may conduct a remote (virtual) visit in lieu of an in-person visit.
•

M/SC: The ACOE adopts the Advisory Statement on Temporary Flexibilities for
Professional Optometric Degree Programs regarding modifications to program
established curriculum requirements, program length, use of distance learning, and
complying with ACOE standard 2.10.2.1 re: externship site visits by the program. This
statement will supersede any previous advisories on the topics. (Vote tallied: 10-0.)

