
We’re thrilled to welcome you to the 2026 Practice Growth & Advocacy Conference — a dynamic multi-day 

gathering designed to equip, inspire, and connect optometric professionals from across the country. 

Bringing together leaders from across the profession, this conference provides a unique opportunity to 

engage in meaningful dialogue around advocating for and advancing optometry at both the state and 

national levels. From cutting-edge clinical sessions to impactful advocacy discussions, attendees will gain the 

insights, tools, and connections needed to elevate their practice while helping shape the future of the 

profession alongside its most influential voices.

Session Track Key 
AOA & Affiliate
Collaboration Conference

Aesthetics Course General / Registration

Tuesday, September 15

12:00–5:00 PM Conference Committees Convene 
Early arrival sessions for volunteer and committee members

Wednesday, September 16 

MORNING 

8:00 AM–6:00 
PM 

Registration & Welcome Desk Open 

8:00 AM–6:00 
PM 

Tabletop Exhibits Open 
Connect with industry partners and explore the latest products and services

AFTERNOON 

12:00–5:00 PM Aesthetics Course 
A specialized pre-conference track for attendees interested in ocular aesthetics

3:00–5:00 PM General Session | AOA & Affiliate Collaboration Conference 
Opening keynotes and featured presentations to kick off the conference

6:00–8:00 PM Opening Reception & Dinner | AOA & Affiliate Collaboration Conference
Celebrate the start of conference with colleagues, speakers, and industry guests

Thursday, September 17

MORNING 

SGRC TPC
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8:00 AM–6:00 
PM 

Registration & Exhibits Open 

8:00 AM–12:00 
PM 

General Session | AOA & Affiliate Collaboration Conference 
Educational programming covering clinical practice, innovation, and professional development

8:00 AM–12:00 
PM 

Aesthetics Course | Final Sessions 

AFTERNOON 

3:00–5:00 PM Educate, Energize, Engage: All Your How-to Questions Answered | SGRC 
How to session: empower your general membership, real connection with legislators, avoid communication 
pitfalls, social media do's and don’ts.

Fireside Chat | SGRC 

5:00–7:00 PM Reception | SGRC 
Network with state advocacy leaders and fellow practitioners

6:30–8:30 PM NCSOC | North Central States Optometric Council (NCSOC) 
Dinner and Meeting

Friday, September 18 

MORNING 

8:00 AM–6:00 
PM 

Registration & Exhibits Open 

8:00 AM–11:00 
AM 

The Advocacy Blueprint: Building Strategies That Deliver | SGRC continues 
How to use the SGRC Advocacy Playbook as your blueprint to success!

Laying the Groundwork: Crafting Bills and Choosing Strategic Sponsors | SGRC 
Tips for crafting different types of bill language and the importance of choosing the best sponsor for your bill.

Building Influence: Why Campaign Engagement Matters | SGRC 
Pro advice and the process of successful campaign contribution strategy. 

Seal the Deal: Securing the Governor’s Signature 
Strategy for strong Governor connection from election to signature. 

Building from Within: Activating Paraoptometrics for Advocacy Success | SGRC 
Ideas to successfully engage paraoptometrics in advocacy. 

Rapid-Fire: Your Advocacy Questions Answered | SGRC 
Advocacy pros answer audience questions. 

11:00 AM-12:00 
PM 

Make It Stick: Testimony That Holds Up Under Pressure | SGRC 
Pearls for strong committee testimony

AFTERNOON — SHARED TPC & SGRC PROGRAMMING 

1:00 PM Welcome & Opening Remarks 

1:15 PM We Passed Scope! Now What? | SGRC & TPC 
Critical steps to ensure scope is respected by payers 

1:45 PM VBM Accountability Legislation: Progress, Pitfalls & Perseverance | SGRC & TPC 
Panel discussion on the evolving landscape of vision benefit manager reform
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2:30 PM Evolution of Evasion | SGRC & TPC 
Legal insights on vision benefit managers efforts to evade regulation and legislation 

3:00 PM Break 

3:30 PM Legislating and Regulating Artificial Intelligence in Healthcare | SGRC & TPC 
An exploration of AI legislative and regulatory approaches on the state and federal levels 

4:00 PM From the Trenches: Ask Us Anything | SGRC & TPC 

SGRC/TPC Joint Committee Panel Open Discussion 

4:45 PM Closing Remarks — Friday Sessions 

5:00–7:00 PM Reception | Third Party Center (TPC) 
Celebrate a day of advocacy with colleagues and partners

Saturday, September 19 

MORNING — TPC PROGRAMMING 

8:00 AM Welcome & Opening Remarks 

8:15 AM Third Party Engagement 101 | TPC 
A foundational overview of navigating payer relationships and maximizing reimbursement

8:45 AM Navigating the Minefield of Managed Medicaid | TPC 
Strategies for working within Medicaid managed care programs effectively

9:15 AM Medical Plan Representative Policy Discussion | TPC 
Gain perspective from health plan representatives 

10:00 AM Break 

10:30 AM Billing & Coding Spotlight | TPC 
Real-world coding approaches on the state level 

11:00 AM Regional Breakout Discussions | TPC 

Connect with peers in your region to discuss key contacts, issues of concern, and advocacy strategies

11:45 AM Closing Remarks & Conference Conclusion 

Session times, locations, and programming are subject to change. Check back for the latest updates closer to the event. 




