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September is Paraoptometric
Appreciation Month

September is the time that AOA encourages
doctors to recognize their staff for
everything they do to keep the practice
running efficiently and for their daily
contributions to patient care. On behalf of
AOA members and staff, thank you for what
you do!

As part of the celebration of Paraoptometric
Appreciation Month, we encourage
practices to participate in this year’s social
media challenge using
#AOAParaMonth2026. Each week, share
a post on Facebook or Instagram
highlighting how your practice celebrates
the staff in your office for a chance to win a
gift card for a team lunch. Winners for each
week will be announced the following week,
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with one additional random drawing at the
end of the month for a final chance to win.

Paraoptometrics who have maintained a
CPC certification for 2 or more renewal
cycles and have a renewal due in 2026
(calculated in 3-year increments) will be
receiving a special recognition email from
AOA in the coming weeks. Be sure to keep
an eye on your email!

Let’s have some fun!

Put your optometry knowledge to the test
with our fun Optometry Word Search,
Focus & Find! Take a quick break, sharpen
your focus and see how many eye-care
terms you can spot. 👀🔎

Happy searching!

Search Focus & Find

Chat with the Chairs

“Earning and maintaining paraoptometric certification demonstrates a commitment to
professional growth and quality patient care. Maintaining certification involves earning
continuing education credits and staying current with changes in optometric practices. By
keeping our knowledge and skills up to date, paraoptometric professionals can provide better
support to optometrists and deliver safe, effective care to patients. Being a certified
paraoptometric professional gives you access to a large group of likeminded professionals to
grow and learn with.”

-Beverly Roberts, CPOT, ABOC
Chair, Commission on Paraoptometric Certification
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“A well-trained optometric staff contributes to the success of an optometric practice. As eye
care continues to advance, paraoptometrics should be ready to expand their skills and
educational growth with the most up-to-date changes in optometry. Continued education and
professional development are essential for paraoptometrics to aid in providing the highest
level of patient care. The AOA offers high-quality continuing education and training for
paraoptometrics at all knowledge and experience levels, along with valuable professional
development resources through EyeLearn—all available at no cost to associate member
paraoptometrics. Optometry’s Meeting® every year offers numerous continued education
and professional development opportunities at a reduced rate for paraoptometric associate
members. I encourage all AOA member doctors to enroll their paraoptometric staff as
associate members so they can take advantage of all these benefits. I urge my
paraoptometric colleagues to enjoy all the educational opportunities AOA offers to enhance
their knowledge and professional development.”

-Linda Rodriguez, CPO
Chair, Paraoptometric Resource Committee

Show Off Your
CPC Certification

in EyeLearn!

Exciting news! CPC certification badges
are coming to AOA EyeLearn this month!

Paraoptometrics who hold a current
certification through the Commission on
Paraoptometric Certification (CPC) will
soon be able to showcase their
achievements with a digital badge for
each certification level earned—CPO,
CPOA, CPOT and CPOC.

Once your badge has been issued,
simply log in to AOA EyeLearn, open your
Profile Menu and select Gamification to
view your badge.

Your certification reflects your knowledge,
dedication and commitment to the
optometric profession. Now, you can

Congratulations
and what comes

next!

Congratulations to everyone who passed
an exam in May or August! August exam
results will be available soon.

Those who passed their exam in August
will be invited to attend a call with
members of the Commission on
Paraoptometric Certification (CPC). The
CPC hosts quarterly calls to congratulate
successful candidates and provide
information about next steps, including
networking and volunteer opportunities.

A separate call will be scheduled for
individuals who are registered for an
upcoming exam, as well as those who did
not pass their most recent exam. The
goal of these calls is to connect
paraoptometrics who are working toward
certification and provide an opportunity to
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proudly showcase your achievement right
in EyeLearn!

exchange exam preparation tips,
resources and advice.

We look forward to celebrating your
accomplishments and supporting you on
your certification journey! Look for an
email invitation in the next few weeks.

2026 Certification
Renewals are due

now!

2026 certification renewals are due by
Nov. 1, and the CE required to renew a
CPO, CPOA, or CPOT must be completed
by midnight on Oct. 31. No exceptions will
be made for not completing the CE within
the 3-year renewal cycle. However, if you
have extenuating circumstances due to
health, financial or natural disasters that
affected your ability to meet the
requirements, you may submit a request
for a full or partial waiver of the CE
requirements or fee to cpc@aoa.org.
Requests must be submitted no later than
Oct. 1, and documentation may be
requested.

AOA members can earn all the CE that is
required through EyeLearn on-demand
courses and live webinars.

Review the step-by-step instructions for
submitting your renewal.

Need assistance with your EyeLearn
account? Contact
educationcenter@aoa.org for more
information.
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2026
Paraoptometric

Examination
Schedule

The registration deadline for the
November 7-21 paraoptometric
examinations is September 25. Late
registrations that include a $50 late fee will
be accepted through October 9. Some
study materials are available to AOA
associate members for free in EyeLearn
and for purchase by nonmembers. Review
the candidate handbook for information
about upcoming examinations, live remote
proctored testing opportunities, and all the
recommended study resources. More than
one resource from reputable resources
should be used when preparing for any
examination.

What is new in
EyeLearn?

Access the full Paraoptometric Catalog in
EyeLearn.

We are so pleased that many
paraoptometrics have explored the prep-
course for the CPOC examination! This
exam prep course includes a practice
assessment test to help you evaluate your
readiness for testing. If you haven’t seen it
yet, we encourage you to check it out.
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Read More

AOA membership
has benefits

AOA associate members can access
examination prep materials, continuing
education, attend live webinars, receive
discounts on materials and meeting
registration, and more!  All for free to
paraoptometrics who are employed by an
AOA member optometrist. With just a few
pieces of information, your employer can
sign up all staff (front desk, office
managers, billing, opticians, etc.) for
membership.

Paraoptometric Newsletter archive

Catch up on paraoptometric news you may have missed in the newsletter archive.
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The AOA is here to help.

Chat with an AOA representative at www.aoa.org 8 a.m.- 5 p.m. CT.  

Or call Member Services at 800.365.2219

View email in browser

update your preferences or unsubscribe
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